
The Melvin Jones Quintet 
The Melvin Jones Quintet is an elite group of seasoned musicians who share a common goal in 

helping to expand the horizons of the jazz world through their own musical explorations. The 

group consistently receives rave reviews as “one of the most entertaining bands ever” from 

various audiences nationwide ranging from young people interested in learning about the music 

to critical jazz aficionados.  

The founder and leader of the band Melvin Jones states, “[since jazz] music comes from so many 

different cultures and styles converging together, [using] the ‘established’ stylings of jazz, we 

will delve back into those various musical directions.”  

The Melvin Jones Quintet seamlessly melds both modern and traditional jazz sounds with that of 

the Blues, R&B, Hip Hop, Gospel, and even South American music. The music is not only an 

entrance into the infinite world of the evolution of jazz but also a history into the beginnings of 

the style. The Melvin Jones Quintet is a consistent bet for an unforgettable musical journey.  The 

members of the Quintet include, Melvin Jones on trumpet, Mace Hibbard on woodwinds, Louis 

Heriveaux on piano, Marlon Patton on drums and Rodney Jordan on bass. 

Jazz, America’s Art Form 
Jazz is a genre of music that began in the African-American communities of the Southern United 

States. Its roots lie in the adoption by African-Americans of European harmony and form, taking 

on those European elements and combining them into their existing African-based music. John 

Ephland of Downbeat Magazine Online writes, “The origins of jazz, an urban music, stemmed 

from the countryside of the South as well as the streets of America's cities. It resulted from two 

distinct musical traditions, those of West Africa and Europe. West Africa gave jazz its incessant 

rhythmic drive, the need to move and the emotional urgency that has served the music so well. 

The European ingredients had more to do with classical qualities pertaining to harmony and 

melody.” 

History 
Slave Beginnings 
When enslaved Africans arrived in the New World in the 17th and 18th centuries, they were 

entering an alien world. The languages, religions, rituals, food, and ways of life in their new 

surroundings were very different from what they were used to.  Gatherings featuring African-

based dances to drums were organized on Sundays by some slaves in an attempt to communicate 

with each other and preserve some of their heritage and traditions.  

 
In an effort to prevent an organized uprising by the slaves, laws called “Black Codes” were put 

in place to limit gatherings of slaves and forbid slaves from using drums.  The slaves preserved 
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their African-based rhythmic patterns by using "body rhythms" such as stomping, and clapping 

to mimic the sounds made by drums. 

After the end of the Civil War, African Americans were able to gain access to surplus military 

bass drums, snare drums and flutes. As a result, an original African America music began, 

featuring syncopated rhythms, which eventually became the art form that we know as Jazz. 

1890’s-1910’s 
Ragtime 
Ragtime appeared as sheet music, popularized by African American musicians. In 1897, William 

H. Krell published his "Mississippi Rag" as the first written piano instrumental ragtime piece, 

and Tom Turpin published his “Harlem Rag,” that was the first piece of Ragtime music 

published by an African-American. 

 

The classically trained pianist Scott Joplin the acknowledged "king of ragtime" produced his 

"Original Rags" in the following year and had an international hit with "Maple Leaf Rag" in 

1899. http://youtu.be/pMAtL7n_-rc  
 

Blues 
The term "the blues" refers to the "blue devils," meaning melancholy and sadness. In lyrics the 

phrase is often used to describe a depressed mood. 

Created in the "Deep South" of the United States around the end of the 19th century, Blues music 

was derived  from spirituals, work songs, field hollers, shouts and chants, and rhymed simple 

narrative ballads.  

Notable Jazz Musicians during this era: 
William H. Krell- composed what is regarded as the first rag or ragtime composition in 1897 

called Mississippi Rag. The popularity of "Mississippi Rag" resulted in the emergence of the 

genre known as ragtime. 

Tom Turpin- Turpin wrote the first published ragtime composition by an African-American, his 

"Harlem Rag" of 1897 His other published rags include "Bowery Buck," "Ragtime Nightmare," 

"St. Louis Rag," and "The Buffalo Rag". 

Scott Joplin- was an African-American composer and pianist. Joplin achieved fame for 

his compositions and was later dubbed "The King of Ragtime". During his career, he wrote 44 

original ragtime pieces, one ragtime ballet, and two operas. 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Krell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Krell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_Rag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Turpin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harlem_Rag&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_Joplin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_Rags
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maple_Leaf_Rag
http://youtu.be/pMAtL7n_-rc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depression_(mood)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_South
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_(music)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_song
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_holler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_shout
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballad_(music)


1920’s-1930’s 
The Jazz Age 
Prohibition in the United States banned the sale of alcoholic drinks between 1920 and 1933, 

resulting in illicit speakeasies or night clubs becoming lively venues of the "Jazz Age”.  During 

this time Jazz began to birth new sounds that included Swing and Big Band Music 

 
Swing 
Swing developed in the early 1930’s and became a distinctive style by 1940. Swing uses a strong 

rhythm section of double bass and drums as the anchor for a lead section of brass instruments 

such as trumpets and trombones, woodwinds including  saxophones and clarinets, and sometimes 

stringed instruments such as violin and guitar, medium to fast tempos, and a "lilting" swing 

time rhythm.  

The name swing came from the phrase ‘swing feel’ where the emphasis of the music is on the 

off–beat or weaker pulse in the music. Swing bands usually featured singers who would 

improvise on the melody of the song. 

Big Band 
A big band is a type of musical ensemble that originated in the United States and is associated 

with jazz and the Swing Era typically consisting of rhythm, brass, and woodwind instruments 

totaling approximately 12 to 25 musicians. 

Big band became the popular music of its day, hitting its peak in the mid 1930’s. It fueled the 

nation's Lindy Hop and swing dance crazes. Well-known bandleaders like Duke Ellington, Count 

Basie, Chick Webb, Benny Goodman, Charlie Barnet, Jimmy Lunceford and Glenn Miller wrote 

and recorded a virtual parade of hit tunes that were played not only on radio but in dancehalls 

everywhere. Many big bands featured improvising soloists who excited audiences to near 

hysteria in well-publicized battles-of-the-bands 

Notable Jazz Musicians during this era: 

Sidney Bechet- was a jazz saxophonist, clarinetist, and composer. He was one of the first important 

soloists in jazz and was perhaps the first notable jazz saxophonist. Forceful delivery, well-constructed 

improvisations, and a distinctive, wide vibrato characterized Bechet's playing. 

 

Louis Armstrong- nicknamed Satchmo, came to prominence in the late 1920’s as a 

trumpet and cornet player.  Armstrong was also an influential singer skilled at scat singing. He 

was an early influence in jazz  

 

Jelly Roll Morton, was a ragtime and early jazz pianist, and composer who started his career 

in New Orleans, Louisiana. Morton is perhaps most notable as jazz's first arranger 
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Duke Ellington- was a composer, pianist, and jazz-orchestra leader. His career spanned more 

than 50 years: Ellington led his orchestra from 1923 until his death. Ellington originated over 

1,000 compositions, 

 

Count Basie- was a leading figure of the swing era in jazz and, alongside Duke Ellington, an 

outstanding representative of big band style. 

 

Benny Goodman -American jazz and swing musician, clarinetist and bandleader; known as the 

"King of Swing".  Goodman also led one of the first well-known racially integrated jazz groups 

in a time of segregation. 

 

Bessie Smith- Nicknamed, The Empress of the Blues, Smith was the most popular female blues 

singer of the 1920’s and 1930’s. She is often regarded as one of the greatest singers of her era. 

 

1940’s-1950’s 
America’s Music 
The 1940’s and 1950’s was a time of growth for the United States, the country was coming out 

of the Great Depression and fighting a war in Europe. Jazz music also experienced growth as an 

art form. Jazz was no longer confined to the night clubs and speakeasies of the Prohibition Era, 

Jazz was now America’s Music. During the 1940’s and 1950’s Be Bop, Afro-Cuban, Hard Bop 

and Cool jazz began to emerge as dominate styles of this period. 

Be Bop 
Bebop  is a style of jazz characterized by fast tempo, instrumental technique, 

and improvisation based on vocal arrangement and melody. It was developed during the early to 

mid-1940’s. It first surfaced in musicians' slang some time during World War II.  This style of 

jazz became synonymous with modern jazz. 

Afro- Cuban 
Afro-Cuban jazz is the earliest form of Latin jazz. It mixes Afro-Cuban rhythms 

with jazz harmonies using improvisation techniques to give Afro-Cuban jazz its unique sound. 

Afro-Cuban jazz first emerged around 1943 with Cuban musicians Mario Bauza and Francisco 

Grillo also known as "Machito".  In 1947 the collaborations of bebop innovator Dizzy 

Gillespie with Cuban percussionist Chano Pozo brought Afro-Cuban jazz into the jazz 

mainstream.  

Cool Jazz  

Cool Jazz is a style of modern jazz music that became popular after World War II. Cool Jazz is 

characterized by its relaxed tempos and lighter tones. Cool jazz often uses 

formal arrangements and incorporates elements of classical music. Cool jazz later became 

strongly identified with the West Coast jazz scene, but also had a particular resonance in Europe, 

especially Scandinavia. 
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Hard Bop 
Hard bop is an extension of  Be Bop music that incorporated influences from rhythm and 

blues, gospel music, and blues, especially in the saxophone and piano playing. Hard bop was 

developed in the mid-1950s, partly in response to the vogue for cool jazz in the early 1950s. 

Notable Jazz Musicians during this era: 
Machito-born Francisco Raúl Gutiérrez Grillo, was an influential Latin jazz musician who 

helped refine Afro-Cuban jazz and create both Cubop and salsa music. 

Dizzy Gillepie- John Birks "Dizzy" Gillespie was a jazz trumpeter, bandleader, and composer. 

Gillespie was a trumpet virtuoso and improviser and became a major figure in the development 

of Be Bop and modern jazz 

Chano Pozo- Luciano Pozo González, better known as “Chano Pozo” was an Afro-Cuban jazz 

percussionist, singer, dancer and composer who played a major role in the founding of Latin 

Jazz. 

Miles Davis- was a jazz musician, trumpeter, bandleader, and composer. Miles Davis was, with 

his musical groups, at the forefront of several major developments in jazz music, including Be 

Bop, Cool Jazz, Hard Bop, Modal Jazz, and Jazz Fusion. 

Dave Brubeck- was a jazz pianist and composer, considered to be one of the foremost exponents 

of cool jazz. His music is known for employing unusual time signatures, and superimposing 

contrasting rhythms, meters, and tonalities.  

John Coltrane- was a jazz saxophonist and composer. Working in the Be Bop and Hard 

Bop idioms early in his career, Coltrane helped pioneer the use of modes in jazz and later was at 

the forefront of free jazz. 

 

Billie Holiday- was a jazz singer and songwriter. Holiday had a lasting influence on jazz and 

pop singing. Her vocal style, strongly inspired by jazz instrumentalists, pioneered a new way of 

manipulating phrasing and tempo. 

1960’s 1970’s 
Musical Melting Pot  
The 1960’s and 1970’s were an interesting period for jazz music. Rock and Roll became the 

dominate form of musical expression and jazz began to slowly fade from the radio 

airwaves. Hybrids of rock and jazz were developed by jazz players interested in rock and funk, 

and by Rock and Roll musicians interested in jazz. Jazz Fusion was born during this time and a 

new generation of musicians ushered in a resurgence of Latin Jazz. 
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Jazz Fusion 
Jazz fusion is a musical style that developed from mixing funk and R&B rhythms with the 

amplification and electronic effects of rock music. The introduction of electronic sounds in 

music enabled Jazz to take yet another new direction. The electric piano, electric guitar and 

synthesizers were used by Fusion bands and musicians as a way of bridging the gap between 

emerging genres whilst still maintaining elements of the traditional styles of jazz  

Latin Jazz 
Latin jazz is jazz with Latin American rhythms and is an extension of Afro Cuban jazz. Latin 

Jazz often uses instruments such as congas, timbales, and claves, combined with piano, double 

bass to create their unique sound.  In addition to common jazz concepts, Latin musicians jazz 

draw from the improvisational techniques of the Afro-Cuban descarga (jazz-inspired 

instrumental jams), and popular dance forms such as salsa. By the end of the 1970s, a new 

generation of New York City musicians emerged who were fluent in both salsa dance music and 

jazz. 

Notable Jazz Musicians during this era: 
Herbie Hancock- is a pianist, keyboardist, bandleader and composer. Hancock helped to 

redefine the role of a jazz rhythm section and was one of the primary architects of the "post-bop" 

sound. He was one of the first jazz musicians to embrace music synthesizers and funk music. 

Chick Corea- is a jazz and fusion pianist, keyboardist, and composer. Many of his compositions 

are considered jazz standards. As a member of Miles Davis' band in the 1960’s, he participated 

in the birth of the electric jazz fusion movement. 

The Weather Report- was an American jazz fusion band of the 1970’s and early 1980’s. Co-led 

by the Austrian-born keyboard player Joe Zawinul and the American saxophonist Wayne 

Shorter, Weather Report is considered to be one of the earliest pre-eminent jazz fusion bands. 

Other prominent members included Jaco Pastorius, Peter Erskine, Alphonso Johnson, Victor 

Bailey, Airto Moreira and Chester Thompson. 

Eddie Palmieri- is a Grammy Award winning pianist, bandleader and musician, best known for 

combining jazz piano and instrumental solos with Latin rhythms. Palmieri's, La Perfecta 

departed from the traditional Caribbean sources of salsa instrumentation by introducing a new 

stylistic device into the New York Latin sound. 

Cal Tjader- was a Latin jazz musician, though he also explored various other jazz idioms. He 

worked with numerous musicians from several cultures. He is often linked to the development of 

Latin rock and acid jazz 
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1980’s 
American Art Form 

While the 1970s had been dominated by the fusion and free jazz genres, the early 1980’s saw a 

return to a more traditional kind of acoustic or straight-ahead jazz. 

 

Straight Ahead 

Straight-ahead jazz is a jazz music style from the period between Be Bop and the 1960’s styles 

of Wayne Shorter and Herbie Hancock. Straight Ahead jazz that closely resembles early styles of 

Jazz like Be Bop and Hard Bop. Several musicians who had been prominent in the fusion genre 

during the 1970s began to record acoustic jazz once more, including Chick Corea and Herbie 

Hancock.  
 
Smooth Jazz 
Smooth jazz is a genre of music that grew out of jazz fusion and is influenced 

by jazz, R&B, funk, rock, and pop music styles. Smooth jazz musicians tend to play their 

instruments in a melodic fashion, layering a lead, melody-playing instrument, usually a 

saxophone over a back beat. In the early 1980’s, a commercial form of jazz fusion called pop 

fusion or "smooth jazz" became successful and garnered significant radio airplay. 

National Recognition of an American Art form                                                                          
In 1987, the US House of Representatives and Senate passed a bill to define Jazz as a unique 

form of American music stating, among other things, "... that jazz is hereby designated as a rare 

and valuable national American treasure to which we should devote our attention, support and 

resources to make certain it is preserved, understood and promulgated."  

Notable Jazz Musicians during this era: 
Wynton Marsalis –is a trumpeter, composer, teacher, music educator, and Artistic Director of 

Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City, United States. Marsalis has promoted the appreciation 

of classical and jazz music often to young audiences. Marsalis has been awarded nine Grammys 

in both genres, and a jazz recording of his was the first of its kind to win the Pulitzer Prize for 

Music. 

Kenny G- is an American adult contemporary and smooth jazz saxophonist. Kenny G is the 

biggest-selling instrumental musician of the modern era, with global sales totaling more than 75 

million records. 

David Sanborn- is an alto saxophonist. Sanborn has worked in many genres, his solo recordings 

typically blend jazz with instrumental pop and R&B. He is one of the most commercially 

successful American saxophonists to earn prominence since the 1980’s. 



1990’s-2010’s 
 

And The Band Played On 
During the 1990’s –the 2010’s, Jazz music did not see the emergence of new styles. Well-established jazz 

musicians continued to perform and record a number of young musicians emerged, including Terrence 

Blanchard, Joshua Redman and Christian McBride. 
 
Jazz Rap 

Jazz rap is a sub-genre of hip hop that incorporates jazz influences, developed in the late 1980s 

and early 1990s. During the 1990’s began to be incorporated in to rap and hip hop music. In 

1994, rappers US3 had a Top 40 hit and gold single with their song Cantaloop (Flip Fantasia), 

using a sample of Herbie Hancock’s, Cantaloupe Island.  Hip Hop artists like Tribe Called 

Quest, Gang Starr, and Digable Planets regularly incorporated jazz into their music through the 

use of samples. 

Notable Jazz Musicians during this era: 

Terence Blanchard- is a jazz trumpeter, bandleader, composer, arranger, and film score 

composer. He was an integral figure in the 1990’s jazz resurgence, having recorded several 

award-winning albums and having performed with the jazz elite. 

Christian McBride- is a jazz bassist. He is regarded as a virtuoso, and is one of the most 

recorded musicians of his generation, having appeared on close to 300 recordings and is a 3-

time Grammy award winner. 

Joshua Redmond- is a jazz saxophonist and composer. Redman won the Thelonious Monk 

International Jazz Saxophone Competition in 1991. He recorded his first, self-titled album in the 

spring of 1993, which earned Redman his first Grammy nomination.  

Digable Planets- a group of musicians used fusion of jazz and hip hop. They received excellent 

reviews and solid sales with the release of their debut album, Reachin' (A New Refutation of 

Time and Space), in 1993. The album's lead single, Rebirth of Slick (Cool Like Dat), became a 

crossover hit 

Us3- is a jazz-rap group founded in London in 1992. The group recorded Cantaloop (Flip 

Fantasia)," sampling Herbie Hancock's Cantaloupe Island.  
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Learn More On Your Own.  
 

The following videos are available to learn more about the history of jazz. 
Jazz- A Film by Ken Burns- www.pbs.org/jazz 

Blue Note- A Story of Modern Jazz- http://youtu.be/KrHldDh74dI  

Cool Jazz- A Documentary by BBC Television- http://youtu.be/4JUSsm4rCFk  

 

The following websites are available to listen to full jazz albums for free. 
www.allmusic.com 

www.allaboutjazz.com 

 
The following internet radio stations are available to listen to jazz. 
http://www.live365.com/genres/jazz 

http://www.jazzradio.com/ 

 

Free Jazz in Your Town 
The Atlanta Jazz Festival, an annual free event, takes place in Piedmont Park every Memorial 

Day weekend. For more information on the Atlanta Jazz Festival visit www.atlantafestivals.com 

On Your Radio Dial 
Atlanta has excellent radio stations that play jazz exclusively. 

WCLK, The Jazz of the City-91.9FM 

WWJZ, Smooth Jazz 107.5FM 
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