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Stories by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm’s 

The Frog King, or Iron Henry. Our Lady's Child. The Story of a Youth Who Went Forth to Learn What Fear 

Was. The Wolf and the Seven Little Kids. Faithful John. The Good Bargain. The Twelve Brothers. Brother 

and Sister. The Three Little Men in the Wood. The Three Spinners.. The Three Snake-Leaves. The White 

Snake. The Valiant Little Tailor. The Riddle. Mother Holle. The Seven Ravens. Little Red-Cap. The Singing 

Bone. The Devil with the Three Golden Hairs. The Girl Without Hands. Clever Hans. The Three Languages. 

Clever Elsie. The Wishing-Table, The Gold-Ass, and The Cudgel in the Sack. Thumbling. The Elves. The 

Robber Bridegroom. The Godfather. Frau Trude. Godfather Death. Thumbling as Journeyman. Fitcher's 

Bird. The Juniper-Tree. Old Sultan. The Six Swans. Little Briar-Rose. Fundevogel. King Thrushbeard. The 

Knapsack, The Hat, and The Horn. Rumpelstiltskin.  Sweetheart Roland. The Golden Bird. The Two 

Brothers.  The Queen Bee. The Three Feathers. The Golden Goose. Allerleirauh. The Hare's Bride. The 

Twelve Huntsmen. The Thief and His Master. The Three Sons of Fortune. How Six Men Got On in the World. 

Gossip Wolf and the Fox. The Pink. The Old Man and His Grandson. The Water-Nix. Brother Lustig. Hans in 

Luck. Hans Married. The Gold-Children. The Singing, Soaring Lark. The Goose-Girl. The Young Giant. The 

King of the Golden Mountain. Hansel and Grethel . The Raven. The Peasant's Wise Daughter. The Three 

Little Birds. The Water of Life. The Spirit in the Bottle. The Devil's Sooty Brother Bearskin. The Willow-

Wren and the Bear. Sweet Porridge. Wise Folks. Stories About Snakes. The Poor Miller's Boy and the Cat. 

The Two Travellers. Hans the Hedgehog. The Shroud. The Skilful Huntsman. The Two Kings' Children. The 

Cunning Little Tailor. The Bright Sun Brings It to Light. The Blue Light. The Wilful Child. The King's Son 

Who Feared Nothing. Donkey Cabbages. The Old Woman in the Wood. The Three Brothers. Little Snow- 

White.  The Devil and His Grandmother. Ferdinand the Faithful. The Iron Stove. The Four Skilful Brothers. 

One-Eye, Two-Eyes, and Three-Eyes. Fair Katrinelje and Pif-Paf-Poltrie. The Shoes That Were Danced to 

Pieces. The Six Servants. The White Bride and the Black One. Iron John. The Three Black Princesses. Knoist 

and His Three Sons.The Maid of Brake. Cinderella. Domestic Servants. The Lambkin and the Little Fish. 

Simeli Mountain. Going A-Travelling. The Donkey. The Ungrateful Son. The Turnip. The Old Man Made Young 

Again. The Three Sluggards. The Shepherd Boy. The Star-Money. The Stolen Farthings. Brides On Their 

Trial. The Sparrow and His Four Children. Snow-White and Rose-Red. The Glass Coffin. Lazy Harry. The 

Griffin. Strong Hans. The Hut in the Forest. The Goose-Girl at the Well. Eve's Various Children. The Nix of 

the Mill-Pond. The Poor Boy in the Grave. The True Sweetheart. The Spindle, The Shuttle, and The 

Needle.The Sea-Hare. The Master-Thief. Rapunzel. The Drummer. The Ear of Corn. Old Rinkrank. The Crystal 

Ball. Maid Maleen. St. Joseph in the Forest. The Twelve Apostles. The Rose. Poverty and Humility Lead to 

Heaven. God's Food. The Three Green Twigs. The Aged Mother. The Hazel-Branch. Cat and Mouse in 

Partnership. The Wonderful Musician. The Pack of Ragamuffins. The Straw, the Coal, and the Bean. The 

Mouse, the Bird, and the Sausage. The Bremen Town-Musicians. The Louse and the Flea. The Tailor in Heaven. 

The Wedding of Mrs. Fox .Herr Korbes. The Dog and the Sparrow. Frederick and Catherine. The Little 

Peasant. Jorinda and Joringel. The Wolf and the Man. The Wolf and the Fox. The Fox and the Cat. Clever 

Grethel. The Death of the Little Hen. Gambling Hansel. The Fox and the Geese. The Poor Man and the Rich 

Man. Old Hildebrand. Doctor Knowall. The Jew Among Thorns. The Flail from Heaven. The Three Army-

Surgeons. The Seven Swabians. The Three Apprentices. The Lazy Spinner. The Fisherman and His Wife. The 

Fox and the Horse. The Lord's Animals and the Devil's. The Beam. The Old Beggar-Woman. Odds and Ends. 

The Story of Schlauraffen Land. The Ditmarsch Tale of Wonders. A Riddling Tale. The Wise Servant. The 

Peasant in Heaven. Lean Lisa. Sharing Joy and Sorrow. The Willow-Wren. The Sole. The Bittern and the 

Hoopoe. The Owl. The Moon. The Duration of Life. Death's Messengers. Master Pfriem. The Little Folks' 

Presents. The Giant and the Tailor. The Nail. The Hare and the Hedgehog. The Peasant and the Devil. The 

Crumbs on the Table. The Grave-Mound. The Boots of Buffalo-Leather.  The Golden Key. 
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A Grimm Summary 

These Stories May Be Different Than The Versions You Know.  

“Hansel and Gretel” 

 

Hansel and Gretel’s father and his new wife could not afford to feed both themselves and 

their children, so the stepmother decided to lead the siblings into the woods and leave them 

to die so that she and their father would have enough food to survive. Hansel and Gretel 

found out about this plan. As a result, Hansel gathered white pebbles that night, and the next 

day he used them to make a path as the stepmother and their father led them into the forest. 

The brother and sister followed the pebbles back to their father’s house. The stepmother 

vowed to take the children back to the woods the next day. That night Hansel and Gretel were 

locked in the house and were unable to gather pebbles. This time, they made a trail with 

breadcrumbs, but birds soon ate the crumbs, leaving the siblings with no way home. They 

happened upon a cottage made of sweets. Little did they know that the woman who lived there 

was a witch, who upon seeing the children hatched a plot to fatten and eat Hansel and to make 

Gretel her slave. On the day that she planned to eat Hansel, she decided that she would like 

to consume Gretel as well. The witch asked Gretel to check the fire in the oven, but Gretel 

pretended not to understand her. To save herself and Hansel, Gretel pushed the witch in the 

oven. After the siblings escaped, they met a swan who led them to their father. Their stepmom 

had died, so the three of them lived happily ever after.  

“Little Red-Cap” 

 

Little Red’s mother asked her to take wine and cake to her sick grandmother, but her mother 

warned her to avoid danger by staying on the path. While on the path, a Wolf approached her, 

and she foolishly told him where she was going. He beat Little Red to the house and ate her 

grandmother. He then disguised himself as the old woman. When Little Red arrived, she noticed 

that her grandmother looked strange, and when she got closer, the wolf swallowed the 

child as well. Soon a Hunter passed by the house and sensed something was wrong. He 

rescued Little Red and her grandmother by cutting open the Wolf’s stomach. The girl and the 

old woman crawled out of The Wolf. The Hunter then filled the animal’s stomach with rocks, 

causing him to die.  
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“The Frog King or Iron Henry” 

 

The Frog witnessed a spoiled princess drop a gold ball into a pond.  He offered to retrieve the 

ball in exchange for her affection. She agreed to befriend The Frog, but later broke the 

promise. After returning to her castle, The King forced his daughter to keep her promise. That 

night The Frog slept on her pillow and revealed that he was actually a king from a nearby 

kingdom. He had come under a witch’s spell that turned him into a frog. The spell was broken 

when the princess became angry and threw her ball against the wall, and The Frog turned 

back into a prince. The next day his servant Faithful Henry arrived in an ostrich-drawn-

carriage. As the former frog and his love rode away in the carriage, they heard something 

break: it is the iron brace that Faithful Henry kept on his heart while mourning the loss of his 

king. Now that the spell was broken, his heart was no longer bound.  

“Rapunzel” 

 

A pregnant woman and her husband were living next door to a witch named Frau Gothel when 

the woman began to have food cravings that could only be fulfilled by the rapunzel plant in 

the witch’s garden. Because the cravings were so strong, the expectant mother began to steal 

the plants. When the witch caught the woman, she agreed to forgive her in exchange for the 

woman’s unborn child. When the baby was born, the witch named the baby Rapunzel. As the 

child aged, she grew beautiful locks of hair. In fact, she became so beautiful that Frau Gothel 

felt the need to lock her in a tower away from public view. When the enchantress visited 

Rapunzel, she asked the young woman to let down her hair so that she could climb the tower. 

One day a prince was riding through the forest and heard Rapunzel singing. He climbed her 

hair, and they fell in love and became engaged. When Frau Gothel the found out about the 

prince, she cut Rapunzel’s hair and sent her to a remote area of the forest. The Prince 

returned and climbed the tower only to find the witch. This caused him to leap from the tower 

and fall into thorns, which caused him to become blind. However, he was able to find his true 

love by following her singing. When they reunited, the prince found that he was the father of 

twins. The four of them move to his kingdom and live happily ever after.  

“The Fisherman and His Wife” 

 

One day a poor fisherman caught a flounder. The fish claimed that he was a prince and able to 

grant wishes. The fisherman let him go, but his wife, Ilsebill, begged him to find the fish. He did 
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so, and the fish granted Ilsebill’s wishes. As her wishes grew more outrageous, the sea turned 

dark. She eventually wished to be the lord of the sun and moon. This caused the fish to revoke 

all of Ilsebill previous wishes, and the fisherman and his wife returned to a life of poverty.  

“Rumpelstiltskin” 

 

A miller lied to The King by telling him that his daughter could spin straw into gold. The king 

mandated that she spin the straw into gold by the next morning or be killed. She, of course, 

could not complete the task. Later that night, an imp-like creature named Rumpelstiltskin 

appeared to her and offered to spin the gold for her in exchange for her first-born-child. She 

agreed, and the gold was spun. Later, The King made her his wife, and she had a child. 

Rumpelstiltskin returned to collect his payment, but she was no longer willing to give up the 

child. Therefore, he gave her a chance to keep the baby. She was required to guess his name 

within three days. After two days of guessing incorrectly, The Queen sent a messenger to 

secretly listen to the imp’s songs and find out his name. When The Queen revealed that she 

knew his name, Rumpelstiltskin became so angry, he drove himself into the ground, splitting 

himself in half.  

“Snow White” 

 

A queen wished for a daughter with skin like snow and lips like blood. Her wish was fulfilled, 

but the queen died after giving birth to Snow White.  

Snow White’s father later married a vain woman who possessed a magic mirror. Each day the 

mirror assured her that she was the most beautiful woman in the land- that is until Snow White 

became older and surpassed the Queen’s beauty.  

The Queen became jealous and hired a huntsman to kill Snow White. He took pity on the 

princess and let her go free, but he later convinced the Queen that her stepdaughter had been 

killed. However, the magic mirror revealed that Snow White was still alive.  

Meanwhile, Snow White happened upon a cottage belonging to the Seven Dwarfs, who allowed 

her to live with them in exchange for keeping their cottage tidy. 

The Queen found her stepdaughter in the forest and attempted to kill her by suffocating her 

with a tight lace corset and selling her a poisoned hair comb. After each attempt on Snow 

White’s life, The Dwarfs returned in time to save her. 

At last, the Queen succeeded with her plan when she offered Snow White a poison apple. This 

time the Dwarfs did not return quickly enough, and the princess’s lifeless body was place in a 
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glass coffin. A Prince passed by, and upon seeing her body, he fell in love with her. The Dwarfs 

agreed to allow him to return the coffin to Snow White’s kingdom, but as his servant carried 

the coffin, one of them stumbled, which caused the apple to dislodge from her throat. This 

caused Snow White to come back to life. 

The Queen heard of her stepdaughter’s marriage to The Prince, and she attended the 

celebration. There she was made to wear burning shoes and dance until she died.  

“Cinderella” (Originally called Aschenputtel) 

 

After Cinderella’s mother died, her father remarried a woman with two greedy daughters who 

demanded lavish gifts from him. A three day feast was held so that a king might find a wife for 

his son. Cinderella wanted to go, but her stepmother said that she could only go if she picked 

a basin full of peas from an ash heap in two hours. With the help of birds, she succeeded, only 

to be challenged to fill more basins of peas. Again, the birds helped her with the task, but she 

was still not allowed to go to the feast. However, the birds were able to magically make 

beautiful clothes for Cinderella to wear. 

She went to the feast and spent three nights dancing with the prince. On the first two nights, 

The Prince wanted to walk Cinderella home, but both nights she ran away from him and hid .On 

the third night, he made the stairs sticky in order to force her to run more slowly. While he 

still did not catch her, he did find her slipper. 

The Prince declared that he would marry the owner of the slipper. As a result, Cinderella’s 

stepsisters cut off parts of their feet to try and make the slipper fit. The Prince is fooled and 

promised one of stepsisters that she would be his wife, but a bird then told The Prince that his 

bride-to-be was a fraud. At last, Cinderella tried on the slipper and is wed to the prince. As a 

punishment, the birds pecked the stepsister’s eyes, and they became blind.  

A Question For You: 

How is each of these stories different from the versions you know? 

 

 

 

 

 



The Grimm Lives of the inBetweens at the Alliance Theatre Page 7 of 14 

If social media had been around during Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm’s lifetimes 

(Jacob 1785–1863 and Wilhelm 1786–1859), their profile might have looked 

something like this. 
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Grimm According to Real Middle School Students If The Grimm Characters Were in Middle School… 

   

The Wolf in Little Red Riding Hood would be an administrator. 

Little Red Riding Hood would wear “little red pumps” rather than a hood. 

The Evil Queen in Snow White would be a jealous girl who was popular until Snow White moved to her 

school. 

Rumpelstiltskin would demand The Miller’s Daughter iPad rather than her first born child. 

The Miller’s Daughter would find out Rumpelstiltskin’s name by looking on the class attendance sheet 

The Princess in The Frog Prince would drop her smart phone in the water instead of dropping a golden 

ball. 

The “Grimm” Realities of Middle School 

There are cockroaches in the classrooms. 

The bathrooms are gross. 

People Gossip. 

Most of the teachers are mean. 

We have way too much homework. 

Everyone is loud. 

There are Fights. 

People vandalize the school by pulling the paint off of the wall. 

People don’t believe you even when you are telling the truth. 

No phones in class. 

I Would Live Happily Ever After If… 

I Had A Pet Monkey or a Pet Dragon. 

I Never Had to Worry About Money. 

My Whole Family Lived in One Big House Together. 

We Didn’t Have to Wear Uniforms. 

Miley Would Just Stop. 

We Didn’t Have To Go To School.  

Questions for You:  

What would cause you to live “Happily Ever After”? 

What are some “Grimm” Realities of that you experience? 
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ADAPTATIONS 

Adaptation is the retelling of a story by setting story in a different time period and/or place. 

Since the original Grimm’s Tales were first published in 1812, they have been translated 160 

languages and continue to be constantly updated and adapted. 

The widespread remakes of stories like Snow White and Cinderella might be attributed to our 

need for order and structure in an all-too-chaotic world. The tales are familiar and 

comforting. We know what to expect, and we know that evil will be punished, good will be 

rewarded, and order will be restored. 

It is no coincident that many of the resent adaptations, like Another Cinderella Story, 

starring Selena Gomez, are written with a middle school audience in mind. Perhaps, this is 

because middle school is one of the most chaotic times in someone’s life, so the need for 

familiar stories becomes even more necessary during this time. 

Maybe Grimm’s Tales remind us that just as stories end, so will these complicated and 

sometimes frightening three years. Although it may not seem like it in middle school, we will 

all live happily ever after. 

 

Three Very Different Snow Whites 

   

 

 

Questions For You: 

Why have the Grimm Tales been adapted to so many cultures and translated into so many 

languages?  

What are some of your favorite Grimm adaptations? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1067&bih=675&tbm=isch&tbnid=DjPwE7lG0fWXkM:&imgrefurl=http://www.aceshowbiz.com/still/00006600/snow-white-huntsman-img01.html&docid=3dlTXdFYaLc2aM&imgurl=http://www.aceshowbiz.com/images/still/snow-white-huntsman-img01.jpg&w=2000&h=817&ei=85dDUtbjGo3a9ATO0YGwCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:32,s:0,i:192&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=143&tbnw=315&start=26&ndsp=16&tx=139&ty=43.333335876464844
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1067&bih=675&tbm=isch&tbnid=gpm3AdmkvvpTxM:&imgrefurl=http://flavorwire.com/408876/what-your-favorite-disney-movie-says-about-you/&docid=0xHzuqiQ4_VqzM&imgurl=http://flavorwire.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/snow-white.jpg&w=1024&h=768&ei=LJhDUvTCJofe9AS4woEI&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:20,s:0,i:156&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=183&tbnw=259&start=8&ndsp=16&tx=69&ty=64.66668701171875
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1067&bih=675&tbm=isch&tbnid=N_jPdBpMk6lwaM:&imgrefurl=http://www.hdwallpapers.in/lily_collins_in_mirror_mirror-wallpapers.html&docid=nxmEIb5ELReJaM&imgurl=http://www.hdwallpapers.in/walls/lily_collins_in_mirror_mirror-wide.jpg&w=2880&h=1800&ei=YJhDUv7QNYb-9QSFm4CQAw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:118&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=170&tbnw=249&start=0&ndsp=11&tx=177.66668701171875&ty=82.66667175292969
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Just Some of The Numerous Movies, Television Shows, and Books Adapted  

From Grimm’s Tales 
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The Gruesome Side of Grimm 

The Grimm Tales have not always been fairytales. In the beginning, the characters did not 

always live happily ever after. In fact, some of the stories may make your stomach turn. 

Cinderella 

The step sisters tried to fit their feet into Cinderella’s slipper by cutting off pieces of their 

heels and toes. 

 

The step sisters were punished for their cruelness when “pigeons pecked out the other eye 

from each of them. And thus, for their wickedness and falsehood, they were punished with 

blindness as long as they lived.” 

Snow White 

The queen requested that the huntsman bring her Snow White’s organs so that she could eat 

them, but he brought her the organs of a boar instead. “She cooked them with salt and ate 

them, supposing that she had eaten Snow-White's lungs and liver.” 

At the end of the story, the evil queen was forced to wear “a pair of iron shoes into the fire 

until they glowed, and she had to put them on and dance in them. Her feet were terribly burned, 

and she could not stop until she had danced herself to death.” 

 

In the original story, it was not true loves kiss that brought the princess back to life. The 

prince happened upon her coffin and bought it and her body from the dwarfs so that he could 

return it to the king. A servant was so frustrated with carrying Snow Whites’ coffin that he 

opened it and shook her body. “Then the terrible piece of apple that she had bitten off came 

out of her throat, and Snow White came back to life.” 

Rumpelstiltskin 

Rumpelstiltskin did not fly out the window. “He plunged his right foot so deep into the earth 

that his whole leg went in, and then in rage he pulled at his left leg so hard with both hands 

that 

he tore himself in two.” 
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Little Red Cap 

The wolf ingested both Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother. The huntsman happened 

by and cut open the wolf’s stomach. :When he had made several cuts, he saw a red hood gleam, 

and after one or two more cuts out skipped Red Hood, and cried, ‘Oh, how frightened I have 

been; it was so dark in the wolf's maw!’ Afterwards out came old granny, still alive, but 

scarcely able to breathe.” 

 

In retaliation, “Red Hood made haste and fetched large stones, with which they filled the 

wolf's maw, and when he woke he wanted to jump up and run away, but the stones were so heavy 

that he fell on the ground and beat himself to death.” 

 

A question for you: 

Why were these scenes deleted from most adaptations? 
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