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What is MYSTIC INDIA? 

With 65 professional dancers, 1,000 opulent costumes, and the dynamic music of Bollywood 

cinema, MYSTIC INDIA is the first production of its kind. The show takes audiences on a 

celebratory journey through the Bollywood film industry and Indian culture with a stunning 

visual display that fuses dance, theater, and spectacular effects. 

 

What is Bollywood? 

Bollywood refers to films produced by the Mumbai film industry, primarily in the Hindi language, 

distributed across the normal commercial film circuits of northern India. Containing song and 

dance numbers as an integral part of the plot, Bollywood stretches as far back as film industries 

of the rest of the world.  

 

Bollywood began around the same time as Hollywood, with the first Indian movie (Raja 

Harishchandra) completed in 1913. The films grew in regional popularity through the sound era 

of the thirties and forties - difficult years for India that featured much political unrest. Bollywood 

movies were (and continue to be) primarily escapist, "universally" appealing films; the early 

Bollywood era, however, featured a more frank and risqué adult content. These pioneering films 

also occasionally featured political and social commentary. The definitive shift toward a more 

homogenized, family-oriented cinema came, paradoxically, with the end of British rule in India. 

The post-British period also established several additional conventions that became near-

universal in Bombay cinema: the dominance of the musical form (almost all Bollywood movies 

are musicals with catchy songs designed to sell pop records as well as movie tickets); long 

length (most Bollywood films last three hours and feature an intermission, a concession to the 

feeling among moviegoers that a film ought to give one one's "money's worth" or "paisa vasool"); 

and reliance on comforting, conventional plot twists (the star-crossed lovers, the scheming 

politician, the courageous youth, the hooker with a heart of gold). 

 

http://www.cobbenergycentre.com/


 

 

Bollywood dance has emerged as a key characteristic of the Bollywood film industry. The style of 

dancing in earlier Bollywood films was based on Indian Classical Dance or Folk Dances including 

Kathak and Bharata Natyam. Movements included intricate hand gestures, synchronized turns, 

and grounded footwork. Since the 1980's and the inception of MTV, Bollywood dancing has 

been heavily influenced by Western dance styles and the movements have become more bold 

& extroverted to capture the audience’s attention. The Evolution of Bollywood Dance is a 

process that is entirely Indian and yet cross-cultural at the same time. 

 

Where can I study Indian culture? 

Few countries in the world have such an ancient and diverse culture as India's. Stretching back 

in an unbroken sweep over 5000 years, India's culture has been enriched by successive waves of 

migration which were absorbed into the Indian way of life. It is this variety which is a special 

hallmark of India. Its physical, religious and racial variety is as immense as its linguistic diversity. 

Underneath this diversity lies the continuity of Indian civilization and social structure from the very 

earliest times until the present day. Modern India presents a picture of unity in diversity to which 

history provides no parallel. Visit http://library.thinkquest.org/11372/data/culture.htm for a 

complete catalogue of everything Indian: Indian religions, festivals, rituals, artifacts, monuments, 

costumes, music and dance, language and literature. 

 

Learn more about Indian Culture online: 

www.livescience.com/28634-indian-culture.html 

http://india.gov.in/topics/art-culture 

 

 
 

Study Guide Sources: www.imdb.com, www.listdose.com, www.rhythm-india.com, 
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