
 

 

Ballethnic/bal-eth-nik/n: a classically trained, culturally diverse  
ballet company that blends traditional ballet with the artistic  
influences of other cultures-especially African-American-to 

 produce unique and exciting dance performances. 

BALLETHNIC DANCE COMPANY, INC. 
2587 Cheney Street, East Point, Georgia 30344 

Phone: (404) 762-1416 Fax: (404) 762-6319 Website: www.ballethnic.org  

presents 



THE LEOPARD TALETHE LEOPARD TALETHE LEOPARD TALETHE LEOPARD TALE    
 

ACT I 
 

 A thunderstorm passes and dawn breaks on a savannah in West 

Africa. A leopardess prowls the territory surrounding the tree 

she has made into a hiding place for her kittens. In her roaming, 

she confronts a  male leopard and the encounter results in a mat-

ing pas de deux. Apprehensive of the male’s interest in her kit-

tens, the leopardess cuts their dance short and sends him off, 

returning to the tree to protect her young. 

 

 Away from the leopardess and her kitten, the male leopard 

takes to scouting the territory near a watering hole for prey. A 

solitary and skilled hunter,  the leopard benefits from his coat, 

which blends with the environment, and makes him extremely difficult to spot in the wild. Unaware of 

the leopard’s presence at the watering hole, a herd of gazelles ventures into the area to graze. The 

stealthy leopard stalks the heard, and once he has chosen the weakest gazelle, he pounces, making the 

kill by biting this prey on the throat. He drags his prize high into the tree, lodging it in the branches for 

safekeeping away from scavengers, such as hyenas and wild dogs. 

 

 Lions roam the territory surrounding the watering hole, which is a well-known gathering place for easy 

prey. They spot the leopardess as she departs from her hiding place and leaves her young behind to 

hunt prey. The lions move in and slaughter the baby leopards. The male leopard and female leopard 

stalk the same herd of zebras, but the female relinquishes the hunt to the male hoping to benefit from 

his success. The male however, loses out to the stinging kicks of the stallion zebra, which protects the 

herd. The lions move in to take advantage of the tired stallion. In stark contrast to the feast the lions 

enjoy, the leopardess, stricken with grief from the death of her young and  starving from failed attempts 

at capturing prey, dies a painful death. 

 

 The wealth of fresh carrion on the plains brings the scavengers of the wild forth. The animals that so 

often spoil the kill for the leopard and other hunters make their appearance. The area is at once filled 

with a flurry of vultures all fighting for a piece of flesh. The vultures’ presence then alerts a pack of 

wild dogs and hyenas to the fresh kill and the scavengers take over the scene. 

 

 Seeking food, the leopard enters the rain forest and the red-capped Mangabey monkeys warn the ani-

mals of the leopard’s arrival. The leopard is surrounded by poisonous snakes (spazzmz) and is bitten. 

The venom weakens him. With his senses impaired, the leopard struggles back to his tree, fighting for 

his life. Sent into a hallucinatory state, he has a series of “snakemares”. While sleeping the poison out 

of his system, the leopard dreams of his earlier encounters with the other animals of the wild. The vul-

tures and the other scavengers return in anticipation of the leopard’s death, however, the crafty, resil-

ient leopard withstands the many challenges of nature only to find himself the prey of a new predator-

man. 

 

 ACT II 

 

 In an African village busy villagers carry out their daily tasks.  The leopard, who has been forced out 

of his territory by the advance of mankind and modernization, lurks on the edge of the town watching 

the village and scaring most into hiding.  The warriors are called upon to protect the village.  In a fierce 

territorial battle they struggle with the leopard.  Each warrior shows his individual courage and strength 

fighting the leopard.  The leopard is caught and driven back into his domain.  Safe again, the entire vil-

“all the right moves” 



THE LEOPARD 
    

THE LEOPARD’S THE LEOPARD’S THE LEOPARD’S THE LEOPARD’S     

CAMOUFLAGECAMOUFLAGECAMOUFLAGECAMOUFLAGE    
    

The leopard’s strongly contrasting marking visu-

ally break up the outline of its body and allow it 

to blend in with its surrounding whether it is 

resting in a tree or moving through tall grass. 

With its silent movements and the excellent 

camouflage  its coat provides, the leopard can 

get as close as possible to  its prey without being 

notice, before attacking the surprised animal. 
 

HABITSHABITSHABITSHABITS    
    

Except for a brief time during mating and when 

the female is rearing her young, the leopard 

leads a solitary life within a defined territory. 

Like other members of the cat family, the leop-

ard marks its territory with urine. It will also 

shred the bark of particular trees within its terri-

tory. In areas rich in game, territories are smaller 

than in those of females and will often overlap 

several females’ territories. However, males 

never share portions of their territories. 
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Animal Facts 
Did You Know? 

Gazelle 

The young Grant's Gazelle is a "hider" and has a concealment period of about 4-6 weeks. It then joins a peer group, but the bond with the 
mother will last until adolescence. Jackals are the Grant's most frequent predator and almost always on concealed fawns. The Grant mother is 

large enough to protect against one jackal, but not against 2. Jackals tend to hunt in pairs during their own breeding season which corre-
sponds with peak Gazelle births. 

Zebras 

Zebras are very unique animals. Their stripes identify them as individuals like fingerprints. No two zebras have the same facial and body 
markings and these are even different on each side of the body. Water dependency is what initiates these great migrations of zebra and wilde-

beest back and forth from the Serengeti Plains in Tanzania to the Masai-Mara in Kenya. They follow the rains that replenish them all. 

Mangabey 
 

The Red-Crowned Mangabey inhabit tropical rain forests of West Africa. They are largely ground dwellers, but feed and sleep in trees. They 
have cheek pouches and white eyelids, probably used as a signaling device to other members of their group. They share facial and vocal expres-

sions with baboons and macaques. 

Vultures - Supreme Scavengers 

Along with snakes, spiders, hyenas and sharks, vultures are regarded as the "bad guys" of the animal kingdom. All creatures do, of course, 
have a role to play in nature and it is only though the subjective and emotive thinking of humans that labels such as "evil", "horrid", "cruel" 
and "merciless" arise. No animals possess such traits - they are all engaged in a struggle for survival which sees them trying to optimize on 

feeding and reproductive opportunities within the ecosystems in which they have evolved, and the particular niches that they occupy. 

Hyena 

The Hyena is incredibly opportunistic in its foraging habits. It will scavenge wherever and whenever possible. As a predator, it has the 
uncanny ability to always select the most accessible prey, either a calf, an injured adult, or simply an animal that allows it to approach 
too easily. It usually hunts alone or in pairs. As a last resort, a lone hyena can even capture and kill healthy adults as large as a wilde-

beest.  

Wild Dogs 
African wild dogs are the same size of medium domestic dogs.  Their Latin name,  Lycaon pictus, means “painted wolf-like animal.”  
their coats are mottled in shades of brown, black and beige.  They have large, round ears and dark brown circles around their eyes.  

The dogs differ from wolves and other dogs in that they have four toes instead of five. 
The African wild dog,  also called the hunting dog, is a vanishing species in East Africa.  Field studies have shown that the wild dog is 

highly intelligent..  

Snakes 
A snake is a creature that is made up of a head, a long body, and a tail. It is considered a reptile because it has scales and is cold-

blooded.  The scales are colored to help the snake blend in with leaves, bushes, dirt, trees and other environmental items, so its ene-
mies can't find him easily. 

Lions 
Lions are very unusual cats in that they are not solitary , but live  in groups.  The pride is dominated by one or two males.  The males seldom 

hunt, but they don’t hesitate to take the first kills. 
Almost every feature of a lion is adapted for detecting and catching prey.  They are aided by cryptic coloration .  Binocular vision is well devel-
oped for the distances.  Their pupils can dilate to about three times that of humans, which increase light-gathering ability.  They are more suc-
cessful hunting at night but still dangerous by day.  A shortened jaw and powerful muscles gives them an extremely strong grip.  They have long 

sharp canines for stabbing and killing.  Their carnassials, used for shearing flesh, are the most highly developed of all cats.  The tongue with 
sharp-pointed papillae are adept at rasping flesh from the carcass. 



 

    
    
    

 

“Do You Know”  
 

 

1. The Leopard Tale is about the  _____________________ in ________________ 
(continent). 

2. What was the first form of communication?  
3. What does dancing on pointe mean? 
4. Name an animal in the show. Do a report including photos, their habits, etc. 
5. In the production, snakes are called _______________________. 
6. The Mangabey monkeys have what color crowns? 
7. What is a savannah? 
8. The leopard is a solitary hunter. What does this mean? 
9. What is a scavenger? 
10.How many lions are in the show? 
11.Who is the choreographer of The Leopard Tale? 
12. What makes the African wild dog different? 
 
 
 
1. What is a snake? 
2. Why are the scales so many different colors? 
3. What is the Latin name for wild dogs? 
4. Vultures are regarded as the “________ ________” of the kingdom. 
5. Because of their binocular vision, lions usually hunt at ________. 
6. The zebras strips are like a humans ___________. 
7. What is the concealment period of a gazelle? 
8. The hyena has the ability to capture  and kill _______________. 
 

 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR EXTRA FUN…… 
 

www.ballethnic.org 
 

1. In what city is the Ballethnic studio located? 
2. What is the name of the official dance school? 
3. Who is Amy Hazlewood? 
4. Name three classes taught in the school. 
5. Name one of the co-founding directors. 
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Africa on the Matrix: Kenya, Bruce G. Stumpf 
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Wildlife Coloring Book 
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VULTURES 

SNAKES 
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LET’S EAT!! 
    

CURRIED CHICKENCURRIED CHICKENCURRIED CHICKENCURRIED CHICKEN    
 

1 kg (about 21/2 lbs.) chicken pieces (thigh, breast or whole bird dissected) 

2 large onions (sliced) 

1/2 chopped chilies-dependent on strength required-remove seeds and membrane for 

heat 

2 tsb. Olive oil 

1 tin diced tomatoes 

2 tbl. Mrs. Balls Chutney 

1 tsb. Curry powder 

1 tsb. Jeera powder (optional) 

1tbl. Flour 

1 tbl. Lemon juice 

1/2 cup of milk 

1 tsb. Sugar 

2 cups water to cover 

Your choice of veggies (optional) (potatoes go well with this dish) 
 

Fry chicken pieces in the oil until golden brown-remove from pan. Add the onion and fry until soft. Sprinkle in the curry and Jeere powders-fry for 

about 20 seconds. Add the water and simmer. Meanwhile, add the chicken and remainder of the ingredients-simmer until chicken and vegetables 

(if added) are tender (about 45 mins.) Serve on a bed of Basmaiti or Jasmine Rice with a generous helping of Mrs. Balls Chutney.  

(for more information: www.africanchop.com) 
 

    

    

    

OKRA SOUPOKRA SOUPOKRA SOUPOKRA SOUP    
    

1 yellow onion, finely chopped 

4 tomatoes, seeded and chopped 

1 fresh red or green chile, finely chopped 

1/4 pound dried smoked fish or dried shrimp 

6 cups water 

1/2 teaspoon aniseeds 

1 tablespoon minced, peeled fresh ginger 

salt and ground black pepper 

1/2 globe eggplant or 2 Japanese eggplants, cut into 1/2 inch cubes 

1/2 pound crab meat, picked over for shells (optional) 

1/2 pound okra, cut into 1/2 inch thick rounds 

2 tablespoons red palm (dende) oil (optional) 
 

In a heavy saucepan, combine the onion, tomatoes, chile, dried fish, water aniseeds, ginger, and salt and black pepper to taste. Bring to a boil and 

stir. Reduce heat to medium and simmer, uncovered, to blend the flavors, about 10 minutes. 

Stir in the eggplant and cook until tender, 6-8 minutes. Add the crab meat, if using, and the okra and cook until the okra is tender, another 5 min-

utes or so. Stir in the palm oil, if using. Taste and adjust the seasonings. Serves 4. 

(for more information: Soul and Spice by Heidi H. Cusick page: 257) 
 

    

    

    

SPICY FIRED PLANTAINSSPICY FIRED PLANTAINSSPICY FIRED PLANTAINSSPICY FIRED PLANTAINS    

 2 teaspoons ground ginger 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper or other ground red chile pepper 

3 tablespoons water 

1 plantain, pealed and sliced 1/2 inch thick 

1/4 cup peanut oil 
 

On a plate, stir together the ginger, salt, pepper, and water to form a paste. Dredge the plantain slices in the paste. 
In a nonstick skillet, heat the oil until almost smoking. Add the plantain slices, a few at a time, and fry, turning once, until golden brown, about 2 

minutes on each side. Drain on a rack or on paper towels. Serve hot. Serves 4.    

(for more information: Soul and Spice by Heidi H. Cusick page: 253) 

 

West African cuisine is heavy with starch, light on 

meat and generous on fat. Cooks in West Africa 

often use root vegetables like yams, coco yams, and 

cassava, as well as cereal grains, plantains, hot 

spices, rice, peanuts, black-eyed peas, okra, green 

peas, citrus fruits, and pineapples. 
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ERS
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Puzzle   ANSW
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“Do You Know” ANSWERS 
 

1. Leopard  Africa 

2. Drum 

3. To dance on your toes 

4. Open 

5. Spazzmz 

6. Red 

7. N. A flat, treeless, tropical or subtropical grassland (Webster’s II) 

8. He hunts alone 

9. N. An animal feeding on dead or decaying matter. (Webster’s II) 

10. Two 

11. Waverly T. Lucas II 

12. They have four toes instead of five.           

 

FUN 

 

1. East Point 

2. Ballethnic Academy of Dance 

3. A company dancer and the company manager 

4. Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Pre Ballet, Pre Pointe, Pointe, African, Modern, 

Hip-Hop, Pas de Deux, Adult and Men’s  

5. Waverly T. Lucas II or Nena Gilreath 

 

“Do You Know” ANSWERS 

ANIMAL FACTS 

 

1. A snake is a creature that is made up of a head, a long body, and 

a tail. 

2. The scales are colored to help the snake blend in with leaves, 

bushes, dirt, trees and other environmental items. 
3. Lycaon pictus 

4. “bad guys” 

5. At night 

6. Fingerprint 

7. 4-6 weeks 

8. Wildebeest  

 



BALLETHNIC ACADEMY OF DANCE 

The Official School of Ballethnic Dance Company Inc. 
2587 Cheney Street East Point, Georgia 30344 

Phone: (404) 762-1416   E-mail: chantalb@ballethnic.org Website: www.ballethnic.org 
 
 

BALLETHNIC SCHOOL ARTS PROGRAM 
 

OFFERS IN SCHOOL PERFORMANCES, WORKSHOPS, LECTURE DEMONSTRATION & STUDIO 
FIELD TRIPS 

CONTACT: KAREN IDLETT @ 404-762-1416 


