
�1INSPIRING BEAUTY



About MODA""
The information in this packet can be used before visiting MODA to acquaint you and your 
students with the Museum and its exhibition, as well as after the visit to review your Museum 
experience. At the end of this packet, you will find a Museum Program Survey to complete 
and return.

"
Mission: 
MODA advances the understanding and appreciation of 
design as the convergence of creativity and functionality 
through exhibitions, education and programming for visitors 
of all ages. 
"
Vision: 
MODA envisions a world that celebrates design as a creative 
force that inspires change, transforms lives and makes the 
world a better place.
"
History: 
The Museum of Design Atlanta was founded as the Atlanta 
International Museum in 1987. In 2004, the Atlanta 
International Museum’s Board of Directors, staff and 
community advisers made the decision to redefine the 
museum’s mission and direction in order to enable greater financial stability. They chose the 
name Museum of Design Atlanta (MODA) and honed the mission to focus on design. MODA, 
a Smithsonian Affiliate, now holds the distinction of being the Southeast’s only museum 
dedicated solely to the design disciplines including (but not limited to) architecture, fashion, 
furniture, graphic, jewelry, and media design. 
"
In 2006, MODA was named the Best Museum in Atlanta by Creative Loafing and the 
exhibition, Design at Play was awarded the 2007 AIGA Southeastern Excellence in Design 
Award for exhibition design. MODA has continued to garner national press by featuring 
design retrospectives on prolific 20th century designers, including The Furniture of Eero 
Saarinen: Designs for Everyday Living, the first exhibition to examine the complete range of 
furniture designs of Eero Saarinen, and Marcel Breuer: Design and Architecture, an exhibition 
of the Vitra Design Museum shown jointly at MODA and the Atlanta-Fulton Public Library, the 
last build designed by Breuer before his death.
"
In early 2011, MODA moved from its downtown location to Atlanta’s flourishing Midtown Arts 
Corridor. The move provided much needed street visibility, increased gallery space, and a 
state-of-the-art facility that has been awarded LEED Gold status. In its new location across 
the street from the High Museum of Art and the Woodruff Art Center, home of the Alliance 
Theater and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, MODA is quickly becoming one of the city’s 
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major cultural and educational resources, as well as a hub for all things design, highlighting 
various design disciplines ranging from fashion, industrial design, architecture, furniture 
design, graphic design, jewelry design, and electronic media design.
"
Field Trips at MODA 
Field trips to the Museum of Design are the perfect way to introduce students to the world of 
design. Each museum visit provides an in-depth look at our current exhibit through a tour and 
an activity.
"
Your Field Trip will be 90 minutes long and will include:

• A guided tour with our highly trained staff and/or docents

• A scavenger hunt

• A Hands-on activity
"
Museum Guidelines 
• Students should experience art with your eyes and minds, not their hands. Our hands have 

natural oils on them, which can damage artwork and fabrics.

• WALK, do not run, in the Museum.

• Students must stay with your group or chaperone at all times.

• Students should use only pencils for writing or sketching and should use clipboards 

provided and not pedestals or walls for support.

• NO photography is permitted in the Museum

• During the hands-on activity, please insure that students listen carefully to their facilitator 
"

"

"

"

"

"

"
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Our Current Exhibition: Inspiring Beauty!
"
For more than half a century, starting in 1958, the Ebony Fashion Fair brought couture 
designs from Paris, Milan, New York and London to African-Americans in more than 70 
American cities including Atlanta, Chicago, Montgomery, and Savannah. Founded in 1958 by 
Eunice Johnson, wife of publishing mogul John H. Johnson, The Fashion Fair exposed 
ordinary African-Americans to high fashions they would otherwise never be able to see, and 
thus “changed the way black people thought of themselves,” 
curator Joy Bivins says.
"
Johnson bought the outfits from European designers herself, an 
unorthodox move (most gowns for charity fashion shows are 
borrowed), demonstrating both the buying power of the Johnson 
company and the realities of a racist industry. Fashion Fair 
organizers overcame racial prejudice to bring the pinnacle of 
Europe’s premier fashion to communities that were eager to see, 
in real time and space, a new vision of black America that was the 
hallmark of Ebony and Jet magazines. Eunice Johnson, founder of 
Ebony, took over the Ebony Fashion Fair as producer and director 
in 1963. Under her direction, the traveling show took on new 
heights as she expanded her cachet and power within fashion 
circles. 
"
Inspiring Beauty: 50 Years of Ebony Fashion Fair recreates the 
experience of the Ebony Fashion Fair through the story of Mrs. 
Eunice Johnson, Ebony Magazine, and garments from icons of the fashion industry such as 
Yves St. Laurent, Oscar de la Renta, Pierre Cardin, Emanuel Ungaro, Christian Lacroix, 
Patrick Kelly, among others.
"
Alignment with Core Georgia Performance Standards 
Students will prepare for their visit to MODA by exploring our exhibition and the concepts that 
inform it. All programs and activities presented by MODA support the Georgia Performance 
Standards. They also encourage critical thinking and inquiry-based learning and provide 
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students with the opportunity to make connections between the skills they learn in school 
and the Inspiring Beauty exhibition.
"
The tour, scavenger hunt and Hands-on activity are designed to support the following High 
School Georgia Performance Standards in the Visual Arts.
"
• Meaning and Creative Thinking – Students develop aesthetic understanding through the 

examination of the artwork of others
"
• Contextual Understanding – Students understand art/design in relation to history and 

culture
"
• Production – Students create a design by applying media, techniques and processes to 

formulate and express his/her ideas and conceptual understanding
"
• Assessment and Reflection – Students critique the design they create in hands-on activities 

by reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and of the 
work of others
"

• Connections – Students make connections to other disciplines and to the world around 
them through the visual arts. 
"

This experience also aligns with the following Literacy Standards for Reading and Writing in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects for Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12:


L9-10RH4/6/9 	 	 L11-12RH4/6/9	 	 L11-12WHST7/9

L9-10WHST7/9	 	 L11-12RST7
"""
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Suggested Reading & Bibliography 
"

MODA’s Inspiring Beauty Blog: http://ebonyfashionfairatl.org/ 
"
Articles and Videos: 
National Public Radio: http://www.npr.org/2014/02/15/276987206/the-ebony-fashion-fair-
changing-history-on-the-catwalk
"
Brinkley, Christina. “How a Couture Pioneer Changed Fashion.” The Wall Street Journal. May, 
2012 (article attached)
"
Haber, Matt. “Ebony Looks to Its Past as It Moves Forward. New York Times. December, 2012 
(article attached)
"
W Magazine: http://www.wmagazine.com/fashion/2013/03/eunice-johnson-ebony-magazine 
"
Books and Catalogues: 
Bivins, Joy L. and Rosemary Adams, eds. Inspiring Beauty: 50 Years of Ebony Fashion Fair. 

Chicago: Chicago Historical Society, 2013.
"
Craig, Maxine Leeds. Ain’t I a Beauty Queen: Black Women, Beauty and the Politics of Race. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.
"
Ebony Fashion Fair: 50 Years of Style. Jina Johnson, producer. TV One, 2008. DVD.
"
Green, Adam. Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007
"
Johnson, John H. with Lerone Bennet, Jr. Succeeding Against the Odds: The Autobiography 

of a Great American Businessman. New York: Amistad, 1992
"
Rooks, Noliwe. Hair Raising: Beauty, Culture, and African American Women. New Brunswick: 

Rutgers University Press, 1996.
"
Summers, Barbara. Skin Deep: The Story of Black Models in America and Abroad. New York: 

Amistad Press, 1998
"
White, Shane and Graham White. Stylin’: African American Expressive Culture from Its 

Beginning to the Zoot Suit. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998.


"
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FAQs"
What are the Museum’s hours of operation? 
MODA is open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 12pm to 6pm; Thursday from 12pm to 
8pm; Saturday from 10am to 6pm and Sunday from 12pm to 6pm. The Museum is closed on 
Monday though special visits and field trips can be booked on Mondays.
"
What is the cost of admission? 
Regular admission to the Museum is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors/military/educators, $5 for 
students and admission is free for Members and children under 5 years of age.
"
When did MODA move to 1315 Peachtree Street and where were you located before? 
MODA opened at our current location, 1315 Peachtree Street, on March 20, 2011. Our first 
exhibition in this space was Passione Italiana: Design of the Italian Motorcycle. Previously we 
were located downtown in the Marriott Marquis Building.
"
How does MODA fund its operations and exhibitions? 
65% of the Museum’s budget comes from contributions from foundations, corporations, 
individuals and government agencies. MODA has received support from the Fulton County 
Arts Council, City of Atlanta Bureau of Cultural Affairs, and the Georgia Council for the Arts. 
There are numerous avenues through which donors can support the museum including 
contributions to the annual fund, individual, family or corporate membership, and program or 
exhibition sponsorship,
"
How does the Museum select its exhibitions? 
MODA strives to offer a broad representation of the design field through its exhibitions and 
programs. Some exhibitions are created specifically for MODA by local guest curators while 
others are travelling exhibitions organized by nationally and internationally acclaimed 
institutions. Educational programs for adults and children are developed to accompany each 
show. These programs feature local and regional designers in an effort to spotlight the 
creative industries of Atlanta. 
"
What is the significance of MODA’s affiliation with the Smithsonian Institute? 
MODA is honored to be among some of the nation’s most prestigious museums which have 
earned Smithsonian affiliate status. As an affiliate MODA has access to travelling exhibitions 
offered by the Smithsonian. Also, for an additional $25 MODA members can receive 
Smithsonian Membership benefits for one year and enjoy free admission to the Smithsonian’s 
Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, New York, NY, discounts at the Smithsonian shops, 
a one year subscription to Smithsonian Magazine or Air & Space Magazine.
"

"
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Please Tell Us What You Think "
Thank you for your participation in the MODA’s Field Trips. We rely on continual evaluation to 
maintain the quality and relevance of our program. Please return the completed form today by 
mail, fax, or email:
"
The Museum of Design Atlanta. 

1315 Peachtree St, Atlanta GA 30309

education@museumofdesign.org
""
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 

"
Title_______________________________________________________________________________

"
School/Organization________________________________________________________________

"
Email_____________________________________________________________________________ 

"
Student Grade Level ____________________    Date of Visit ______________________________ 
""

""

Excellent Good Okay Poor

Scheduling Process O O O O
Pre-visit Materials O O O O
Age appropriateness of the 
exhibition visit O O O O
Age appropriateness of the 
design activity O O O O
Student engagement O O O O
Overall quality of the program O O O O
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"
What did your students most enjoy about their visit?

"
"
"
"
"
"
Did your students do anything today that surprised you?

"
"
"
"
"
"
Do you plan to visit us again? YES  ⃝ NO  ⃝ If no, please explain.


"
"
"
"
"
""
Please share why you chose MODA as a field trip destination.

"
"
"
"
"
"
How did you learn about MODA’s Education Programs?

⃝ Newsletter  ⃝ Previous Visit  ⃝ Website  ⃝ Programming  ⃝ Other______________________
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