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DEAR EDUCATORS, 
 
We proudly present the newly renovated Children’s Museum of Atlanta. Our all-new museum offers great lessons in robotics, engineering, 
literacy, agriculture, science, geography, and as always imagination! Your children will be among the first to visit, and we will be looking for 
your feedback. You will be invited to evaluate our new experiences and participate in brief focus groups at the end of our field trip season. Your 
feedback will guide the development of future experiences for our schools.  
 
In addition to new museum exhibits, we also present The Mystery of the Mayan Medallion, a fantastic exhibit that helps your children find their 
inner archeologist!  The new Spring 2016 exhibit and the all-new museum offer an amazing educational journey through the power of PLAY! Join 
the fun and reserve your field trip while space is available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Grigsby 
Manager of School and Outreach Programs  
 
Your visit will include guided experiences in the permanent Learning Zones and the wonderful exhibition, Mystery of the Mayan Medallion, 
described below.   
 

Learning Zones 

Our permanent Learning Zones create great educational experiences that meet GELDS, Georgia Pre-K and Georgia Standards for Excellence up 
to 3rd grade as your students learn and explore: 
 
Step Up to Science 
Marvel at the inner workings of the human body, the wonder of light, and the technology of robots in this new permanent mezzanine-level 
exhibit. Step over to the Science Bar and order a hands-on demonstration or experiment. 
 
Gateway to the World 
Travel the world right here at the Children's Museum of Atlanta. Visit six continents, launch a rocket, and climb through the layers of the Earth in 
the Museum's newest and largest permanent exhibit. 
 
Fundamentally Food 
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Students explore the food we eat from the harvest to the table. Students can milk Buttercup - the Museum’s cow, pick vegetables from a road-
side stand, ship them in the delivery truck, buy them in the store, and serve a nutritious meal in the café.   
 
 
Leaping Into Learning 
Enter a magical forest, cast your rods, catch colorful fish, and go under our waterfall without getting wet! Climb in our tree house and see 
animals from the forest. Babies and toddlers will love the bubble columns, play car and little house built just for them.  This area is for children 
ages five and younger.  
 
Let Your Creativity Flow 
Release your inner Picasso at the paint wall and build giant castles at our sand tables. Visit our art room and have some fun creating your own 
works.   
 
 
Tools for Solutions 
Move the balls through our giant ball machine using six simple machines. Learn how to attach make-believe wires, connect pipes, and insulate 
walls in the Construction House. Create skyscrapers and design the city of the future with our City Blocks. 
 
 
 

Spring Feature Exhibit: Mystery of The Mayan Medallion  
Through May 2016 
Get a taste of what it's like to be an archaeologist, biologist, or astromathematician. 
Explore the world of the ancient Maya. Have fun learning about science, language and history with hands-on immersive activities.  
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 Are You Square?  
Purpose: The purpose of this activity is for students to determine and compare body measurements and proportions.  
Objectives:  

 Students will discover how the height and arm span of an individual compare.  
 Students will examine and interpret class data.  

 
Background information:  
1. Measurement is never perfect. Once students measure one another, measure again, and then check their neighbor they find the 
measurements are not always accurate.  
2. This leads to the rule of a carpenter, builder, or any other craftsman: measure once, measure again, and then measure to check the measures 
before.  
3. Most humans are fairly even in arm span and height but there are always exceptions to the rule:  

 Shawn Bradley of the NBA has a height of 7 feet, 6 inches.  
 Michael Gross, the West German Olympic Gold Medal swimmer of the 1980’s is 6feet, 7 inches tall and has an arm span of 7 feet, 4 and 

5/8 inches. (Definite exception to the rule).  
 
Materials:  

 Meter sticks or measuring tapes  
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 Sticky notes, 3 color  
 String (something sturdy that won’t stretch like cotton cord or burlap twine)  
 Attached worksheet  

 
Teacher Preparation:  
1. Prepare a 3-column class bar graph, labeling the columns:  

 Number of Students Who are Square  
 Number of Students Who are Tall Rectangle  
 Number of Students Who are Far-Reaching Rectangle.  

 
2. Assign a different color sticky note for each body type. Make a key.  
 
3. Use groups of three with two students measuring the height and arm span of the other. (Height should be taken with shoes off.)  
 
 
4. Before beginning the activity, decide if students will round to the nearest centimeter or millimeter.  
 
Student Activity:  
1. Ask, “Are you a square?” and give out worksheet.  
2. Working in teams, have students use a length of string and a meter stick:  
a. Measure height with shoes off, from the floor to the top of the head. Measure twice before recording results.  
b. Record results in the chart on the next page.  
c. Measure arm span, from finger tip to finger tip, with arms held straight out to sides. Measure twice before recording results.  
d. Record your record your results in the chart on the next page.  
e. Compare height and arm span and complete the chart:  

 If height is equal to arm span, the student is a square.  
 If height is greater than arm span, the student is a tall rectangle.  
 If arm span is greater than height, the student is a far-reaching rectangle.  
 Select the appropriate colored sticky note and place in the correct column on the class bar graph.  

3. Use sticky notes to make a bar graph and a circle graph and discuss findings.  
4. Calculate the mode, mean, median, and range of each category.  
 
Extension Activity:  
Have students measure family members. Record the results for each family member on a chart. Does the same shape run in the family?  
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Discussion Questions:  
1. How close should the measurement be to make a square?  
2. Which shape is most common? Which is most rare?  
3. Do you have a twin?  
4. Do you think age has anything to do with the results? Explain your answer.  
5. Would another class have the same results?  
 
 

Mayan Food 
Have a fun class activity trying out some of these Mayan foods!  
 CORNUTS 
One of the staples of Native Americans was parched corn. It was said that it could feed a native with nothing else but water for weeks. It was 
used when no game was found. The best way to describe parched corn--it is comparable to half-popped pop corn kernels or corn nuts. This corn 
could be eaten as is or boiled into a porridge. It was also added to stews. It could be ground into flour, boiled in water like a mush then eaten as 
is or fried. 
CHOCOLATE  
Analysis of residue from a ceramic "teapot" suggests that the Maya, and their ancestors, may have been gobbling chocolate as far back as 2,600 
years ago. Before chocolate was a sweet candy, it was a spicy beverage. Some of the earliest known chocolate drinkers were the ancient Maya of 
Central America. The Maya mixed chocolate with cornmeal, chilepeppers, honey, and water. They poured this concoction from cup to bowl and 
back again until a nice, thick layer of foam formed on top.  
POPCORN  
In 1519, Cortes and his explorers got their first sight of popcorn when they invaded Mexico and came into contact with the Natives. Popcorn was 
an important food for the Indians, who also used popcorn as decoration for ceremonial headdresses, necklaces and ornaments on statues of 
their gods. Also, in ceremonies honoring the Native Americans’ gods who watched over fishermen, they scattered before him parched corn, 
called momochitl. It was described as a kind of corn which bursts when parched and discloses its contents and makes itself look like a very white 
flower. They said these were hailstones given to the god of water.  
JUMEX 
juices and nectars, an authentic Mexican product made from the delicious tropical fruits of the rain forest. 
 

Your Mayan Name  
Purpose: The purpose of this activity is for student to determine the how the Maya may have constructed their language.  
Objectives: Students will identify Maya syllables that might correlate to their English names.  
Background Information:  
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Our writing system uses letters representing individual sounds that are combined into words. The Maya writing system is different in that 
words are divided into syllables. Symbols are used to represent these syllables. In English, we occasionally use a single symbol or "letter" 
to represent a syllable, like when we use "a" as a word as in "a horse  
Materials:  
• A copy of the Maya syllabary for each student. One is attached or they are available in several books such as Michael Coe's Breaking the 
Maya Code or on the internet. (A useful version is at www.halfmoon.org, along with directions for using the syllabary to write names.)  
• A piece of paper for each student  
• colored markers, pencils, or paint  
 
Student Activity:  
1. Have students break his or her name into syllables:  

 

Kate = "ka" + "te"  
Some names are more difficult, because you must add an imaginary or silent letter:  

Jon= "jo" + "ne"  
Some names include sounds that are not found in Maya languages, like "r." You can use the syllabary to find a substitute or you may leave 

that letter out of your translation, as shown in my name:  

Beverly= "be"+ "ve" + "li"  
2. Have the students match the syllables from their names to the syllabary.  
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3. The syllables are then combined into blocks to form word glyphs. Examples of word arrangements are:  

 

4. Students write the letter on their paper in the order of their design.  

5. Student cut out the syllabary glyphs that match the syllables in their name.  

6. The students glue the glyphs on a sheet of paper. This is their Mayan name.  
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Children’s Museum of Atlanta Standards Overview 
This standards overview showcases many of the rigorous educational standards met by visiting the all-new Children’s Museum of Atlanta. Our staff 
works tenaciously to provide ultra-relevant educational experiences that fulfill academic standards and promote learning and exploration through 
play. Please use this chart as supporting evidence for your trip to the Children’s Museum of Atlanta. For a full list of content standards. Please visit 

childrensmuseumatlanta.org. 

Grade Level Math/ELA Standards Science Standards 

GELDS Standard CD-MA1: The child will organize, 
represent, and  
build knowledge of quantity and number. 
Standard CD-MA2: The child will manipulate, 
compare, and describe relationships using 
quantity and number.  
Standard CLL6: The child will develop early 
phonological awareness (awareness of units of 
sound) 
Standard CLL7: The child will demonstrate 
increasing knowledge of the alphabet. 
 

Standard CD-SC4: The child will demonstrate knowledge related to 
physical science. 
Standard CD-SC1: The child will demonstrate scientific inquiry skills. 
Standard CD-CP3: The child will demonstrate problem solving skills. 
Standard APL5: The child will demonstrate a cooperative and flexible 
approach to play 

Pre-K/Bright 
from the Start 

LD 1. Children will develop skills in listening for 
the purpose of comprehension 
LD 3. Children will develop an understanding of 
new vocabulary introduced in conversations, 
activities, stories or books 
MD 1 Children will begin to develop an 
understanding of numbers 
MD 3 Children will sort and classify objects  
 

SD 1 Children will use processes of science to actively explore and 
increase understanding of the environment  
SD 2 Children will acquire scientific knowledge related to life science 
SD 3 Children will acquire scientific knowledge related to physical 
Science 
SD 4 Children will acquire scientific knowledge related to earth 
science 
 
 

Georgia 
Performance/ 

Georgia 

MGSEK.CC.4 Understand the relationship 
between numbers and quantities; connect 
counting to cardinality. 

SKCS4. Students will use the ideas of system, model, change, and 
scale in exploring scientific and technological matters.  
SKCS3. Students will use tools and instruments for observing, 
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Standards for 
Excellence 

 
Kindergarten 

MGSEK.MD.3 Classify objects into given 
categories; count the numbers of objects in each 
category and sort the categories by count.3 
ELAGSEKRL3: With prompting and support, 
identify characters, settings, and major events in 
a story. 
ELAGSEKRL10: Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and understanding. 

measuring, and manipulating objects in scientific activities.  
SKCS1. Students will be aware of the importance of curiosity, 
honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and will exhibit these 
traits in their own efforts to understand how the world works.  
 

 


