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Since 2003 Orquesta MaCuba has become well known within the Latin Music Scene as one of 

the Hottest Latin Orchestra’s known within the United States, Latin America and very soon to 

the European Market.  Directed by the husband and wife team of Eddie & Mayi Lopez.  Mayi 

hails from Matanzas Cuba and the names Matanzas & Cuba were combined to create MaCuba.  

“Their music is considered by many to be a High Energy Music with an impact that will keep 

you asking for more”.   

Orquesta MaCuba’s music consists of Salsa, Cuban Timba, Afro-Cuban rhythms, New York 

Style Salsa, and Latin Jazz.  Accompanied by a host of high caliber talented musicians, they will 

not disappoint you.  Their repertoire has enough to satisfy both of the schools of Mambo/Salsa 

(old school and new school). 

Music of Latin America 

The music of Latin America refers to music originating from Latin America, namely the 

Romance-speaking countries and territories of the Americas and the Caribbean south of the 

United States. Latin American music also incorporates African music from slaves who were 

transported to the Americas by European settlers as well as music from the indigenous peoples of 

the Americas.   

The origins of Latin American music can be traced back to the Spanish and Portuguese conquest 

of the Americas in the 16th century, when the European settlers brought their music from 

overseas. 

Latin American music encompasses a wide variety of styles, including influential genres such as 

son, rumba, salsa, merengue, tango, samba and bossa nova. During the 20th century many styles 

were influenced by the music of the United States giving rise to genres such as Latin pop, rock, 

jazz and reggaeton. 

Salsa 

Salsa music is Cuban, Puerto Rican and Colombian popular dance music. Salsa is primarily 

Cuban son, itself a fusion of Spanish canción and guitar and Afro-Cuban percussion, merged 

with North American music styles such as jazz. Salsa also occasionally incorporates elements of 



rock, R&B, and funk. All of these non-Cuban elements are grafted onto the basic Cuban son 

montuno template when performed within the context of salsa 

New York had been a center of Cuban-style dance music since the 1940s, when landmark 

innovations by Machito's Afro-Cubans helped usher in the mambo era. Tito Puente worked for a 

time in the Afro-Cubans before starting up his own successful band. By the early 1950s, there 

were three very popular mambo big bands in New York: Machito and his Afro-Cubans, Tito 

Puente, and Tito Rodríguez.  

Notable Salsa Musicians 

            
Machito       Tito Puente        Tito Rodriquez 

Machito- Born Francisco Raúl Gutiérrez Grillo, Machito was an influential Latin jazz musician 

who helped refine Afro-Cuban jazz and create both Cubop and salsa music. 

Tito Puente- Born Ernesto Antonio "Tito" Puente, he is often referred to as "The Musical Pope", 

"El Rey de los Timbales" (The King of the Timbales) and "The King of Latin Music". He is best 

known for dance-oriented mambo and Latin jazz compositions that endured over a 50-year 

career. 

Tito Rodríguez- was a popular 1950s and 1960s Puerto Rican singer and bandleader. He is 

known by many fans as "El Inolvidable" (The Unforgettable One), a moniker based on his most 

popular song, a bolero written by Cuban composer Julio Gutiérrez. 

Cuban Timba 

Timba represents a synthesis of many folkloric and popular sources like rumba, the sacred songs 

of santería and even non Afro Cuban musical genres such as rock, jazz, and funk. In addition to 

timbales, timba drummers make use of the drum-set, further distinguishing the sound from that 

of mainland salsa. The use of synthesized keyboard is also common in Cuban Timba.  



Timba songs tend to sound more innovative, experimental and frequently more virtuosic than 

salsa pieces; horn parts are usually fast, at times even bebop influenced, and stretch to the 

extreme ranges of all instruments. Bass and percussion patterns are similarly unconventional. 

Improvisation is commonplace. 

Notable Cuban Timba Musicians 

                       
Orquesta Ritmo Oriental                                                                                   Chucho Valdes 

Orquesta Ritmo Oriental- Ritmo Oriental, often known as "La Ritmo", was one of the most 

popular bands in Cuba in the 1970s and 80s. Although the group is not very well known outside 

Cuba, almost everyone who hears them becomes an instant fan of their music.   

Chucho Valdes- Born Jesús Valdés Rodríguez, “Chucho” is a Cuban pianist, bandleader, 

composer and arranger whose career spans over 50 years. An original member of the Orquesta 

Cubana de Música Moderna, in 1973 he founded the group Irakere, one of Cuba's best-known 

Latin jazz bands. 

Afro Cuban Music 

Afro-Cuban jazz is the earliest form of Latin jazz. It mixes Afro-Cuban clave-based rhythms 

with jazz harmonies and techniques of improvisation. Afro-Cuban jazz first emerged in the early 

1940s with the Cuban musicians like Mario Bauza and Chano Polozo. 

The music of Cuba, including its instruments, performance and dance, comprises a large set of 

unique traditions influenced mostly by West African and European, especially Spanish, music.  

Cuban music is often considered one of the richest and most influential regional music of the 

world.  

Notable Afro Cuban Musicians 



                                  
Mario Bauza                                                                                    Chano Pozo 

Mario Bauza- was a Afro-Cuban jazz musician. He was one of the first to introduce Latin music 

to the United States by bringing Cuban musical styles to the New York City jazz scene. While 

Cuban bands had popular jazz tunes in their repertoire for years, Bauzá's composition "Tangá" 

was the first piece to blend jazz with clave, and is considered the first true Afro-Cuban jazz or 

Latin jazz tune. 

Chano Pozo- Born Luciano Pozo González, “Chano” was an Afro-Cuban jazz percussionist, 

singer, dancer and composer. Despite only living to age 33, he played a major role in the 

founding of Latin jazz. He was also a key influence on trumpet legend Dizzy Gillespie, co-

writing some of Gillespie's Latin-flavored compositions including "Manteca" and "Tin Tin Deo", 

and serving as the first Latin percussionist in Gillespie's band. 

Son Music 

Son Cubano is a style of music and dance that originated in Cuba and gained worldwide 

popularity during the 1930s. Son combines the structure and traits of the Spanish canción with 

Afro-Cuban stylistic and percussion instruments elements. The Cuban Son is one of the most 

influential and widespread forms of Latin American music. 

The word Son, which also means rhythm has also been used in other musical styles of Spanish-

speaking countries. For example, in Mexico the Son Jarocho of Veracruz and the Son Huasteco 

of the Sierra Huasteca constitute distinct popular musical genres and are not related to the Cuban 

Son. 

Notable Son Music Musicians 



            

Sexteto Boloña                                                                                     Sexteto Habanero 

 

Sexteto Boloña- In 1915 Alfredo Boloña Jimenez formed a son group in Havana. He played 

the marimbula, the bongó and the guitar at different times and, despite his physical limitations 

(dwarfism), he was a force in Cuban music for half a century. His first group was Hortensia 

Valerón (vocalist), Manuel Menocal (tres), Manuel Corona (guitar), Victoriano Lopéz (maracas) 

and Joaquín Velasquéz (bongó).  

 

Sexteto Habanero-Was a famous Cuban son sextet founded in 1920 in Havana. It played an 

important part in the early history of the genre, contributing to its popularization all around 

Cuba. In 1927, the band incorporated a cornet player becoming the Septeto Habanero. Although 

most original members left in the 1930s, the band has continued to perform and record with 

different lineups. Their last album was released in 2010 for their 90th anniversary. 

Bossa Nova 

Bossa nova is a genre of Brazilian music, which developed and was popularized in the 1950s 

and '60s and is today one of the best-known Brazilian music genres abroad. The exact origin of 

the term "bossa nova" still remains uncertain, the term "bossa" was used to refer to any new 

"trend" or "fashionable wave". In his book Bossa Nova, Brazilian author Ruy Castro asserts that 

"bossa" was already in use in the 1950s by musicians as a word to characterize someone's knack 

for playing or singing idiosyncratically. Bossa nova has at its core a rhythm based on samba. 

Samba combines the rhythmic patterns and feel originating in former African slave 

communities.  

Notable Bossa Nova Musicians 
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        Sérgio Mendes                                                                                  Caetano Veloso 

 

 

 

Sérgio Mendes- is a Brazilian musician. He has over 55 releases, and plays bossa nova heavily 

crossed with jazz and funk. He was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Original Song in 

2012 as co-writer of the song "Real In Rio" from the animated film Rio. Mendes has also 

collaborated with many artists through the years, including the Black Eyed Peas, with whom he 

re-recorded in 2006 a version of his breakthrough hit "Mas Que Nada". 

Caetano Veloso, is a Brazilian composer, singer, guitarist, writer, and political activist. Veloso 

first became known for his participation in the Brazilian musical movement Tropicalismo, which 

encompassed theatre, poetry and music in the 1960s. Veloso has won nine Latin Grammy 

Awards and two Grammy Awards. On November 14, 2012, Veloso was honored as the Latin 

Recording Academy Person of the Year 

 


