
 

  

 CURRICULUM GUIDE 

10/27/2015 BOLDNESS     LAUGHTER     ABUNDANCE    RESPECT 



Page 1 of 28 
 

 

 

 

FETCH CLAY, MAKE MAN 

Written by: Will Power 

Directed by:  Eric J. Little 

Play Synopsis 

In the days leading up to one of Cassius Clay’s most anticipated fights, the 

heavyweight boxing champion forms an unlikely friendship with the controversial 

Hollywood star Stepin Fetchit. Fetch Clay, Make Man explores the improbable 

bond that forms between two drastically different and influential cultural icons. 

One a vibrant and audacious youth, the other a resentful and almost forgotten 

relic; together fighting to shape their legacies amidst the struggle of the Civil 

Rights Movement of the mid-1960’s. This true story is as powerful and poetic as 

Clay himself; while also as humorous and irreverent as Fetchit’s signature act. 

Setting 

Lewiston, Maine 1965 

 

CHARACTERS 

STEPIN FETCHIT 

MUHAMMAD ALI 

BROTHER RASHID 

SONJI CLAY 

WILLIAM FOX 
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STANDARDS/OBJECTIVES 

Below are the Georgia Department of Education’s state standards that correlate 

with the FETCH CLAY, MAKE MAN Curriculum.  This is merely a guide of 

instruction and may be integrated with your individual instructional practices. 

 

                                   THEATRE STANDARDS 

TAHSFTI.1: Analyzing and constructing 
meaning from theatrical experiences, 
dramatic literature and electronic media 
   

TAHSFTI.6: Researching cultural and 
historical information to support 
artistic choices 

a. Critiques elements of theatrical  
conventions 

a. Defines the role of the dramaturge 

b. Generates  and uses terminology and 
outline for critiquing theatre 
presentations 

b. Applies the skills of the dramaturge 
to various scenes 

c. Cites evidence of how theatre reflects 
life through universal themes 

c. Interprets data for use in production 

TAHSFTII.7: Integrating various art 
forms, other content areas and life 
experiences to create theatre 

TAHSTLI.10: Critiquing various aspects 
of theatre and other media using 
appropriate supporting evidence 

a. Identifies the various art forms which 
may be integrated into theater)e.g. 
dance, music , visual arts, graphic arts, 
and electronic media 

a. Develops a set of comprehensive 
criteria to asses a dramatic work 

b. Synthesize observation, imagination, 
and research to created characters, 
environments and situations 

b. Analyze the effectiveness of a 
dramatic work 
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ENGLISH/LITERATURE STANDARDS 

ELAGSE9-
10RL1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inference drawn from the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 

ELAGSE9-
12 RL2 

 Determine a theme and/or central idea of text closely and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELAGSE9-
10RL3 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

ELAGSE9-
10RL4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they  are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g. how the language  evokes a sense of time and 
place; how it sets a formal or informal tone 

ELAGSE9-
10RL5 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g. parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g. pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, tension or surprise. 

ELAGSE9-
10RL6 

Analyze  a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside of the United States , drawing on  a wide reading  of world 
literature 

ELAGSE9-
10RL7 

 Analyze the representation of a subject or key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment 

ELAGSE9-
10RL9 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work 

ELAGSE9-
10R18 

 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning 

ELAGSE9-
10L4 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and  
phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content 

ELAGSE9-
1010L5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances 
in word meanings 

ELAGSE9-
10L3 

 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more 
fully when reading or listening and to write and to edit, so that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual 

ELAGSE9-
10L1 

Demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking 
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ELAGSE9-
10L6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing and speaking and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression 

ELAGSE9-
12W4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience 

ELAGSE9-
12W5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience  

ELAGSE9-
10W6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish and update individual or 
shared writing projects, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

ELAGSE9-
12W7 

 Conduct short as well as sustained research projects to answer a question(including 
a self- generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden  the inquiry when 
appropriate 

ELAGSE9-
12W8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital resources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate the information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation 

ELAGSE9-
12W9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection and 
research 

ELAGSE11-
12RL3 

 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama 

ELAGSE11-
12RL4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging or beautiful. 

ELAGSE11-
12RL5 

 Analyze how the author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

ELAGSE11-
12RL6 

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 
stated in a text from what is really meant(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony or 
understatement 

ELAGSE11-
12RL7 

 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story drama or poem or live production of a 
play or recorded novel or poetry 

ELAGSE11-
12W2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization 
and  analysis of content 

ELAGSE11-
1212W3 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined  experiences or events using effective 
techniques, well-chosen details and well- structured event sequences 

ELAGSE11-
12SL1 

Initiate and participate  effectively in a range of collaborative discussions(one-on-
one, in groups, teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 11-12 topics texts and 
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issues, building on others ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively 

ELAGSE11-
12SL4 

 Present information, findings and supportive evidence, conveying clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or 
opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience and a range of formal and informal 
tasks. 

ELAGSE11-
12SL6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

ELAGSE11-
12L4 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range 
of strategies 

ELAGSE11-
12L5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances 
in word meanings 

ELAGSE11-
12L6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing and speaking and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression 
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                                                 Curriculum  Vocabulary 

Rhythm Meter 

Rhyme Scheme Theme 

Tone Conflict 

Exposition Rising Action 

Plot Outline Climax 

Falling Action Denouement 

Dynamic Character Static Character 

Flat Character Round Character 

Compare Contrast 

Archetype Vaudeville 

Minstrel Acts Uncle Tom 

Poetry Symbolism 

 Characterization Protagonist 

                            Irony Persona 

                           Hubris Flashback 

                    Personification Couplet 

 Chapbook Stanza 
 

Rhythm- Rhythm is derived from rhythmos (Greek) which means, “measured motion”. Rhythm 

is a literary device which demonstrates the long and short patterns through stressed and 

unstressed syllables particularly in verse form. 

Rhyme Scheme- The rhyme scheme is the practice of rhyming words placed at the end of the 

lines in the prose or poetry. Rhyme scheme refers to the order in which particular words rhyme. 

If the alternate words rhyme, it is an “a-b-a-b” rhyme scheme, which means “a” is the rhyme 

for the lines 1 and 3 and “b” is the rhyme affected in the lines 2 and 4. 

Tone- Tone, in written composition, is an attitude of a writer toward a subject or an audience. 

Tone is generally conveyed through the choice of words or the viewpoint of a writer on a 

particular subject. Every written piece comprises a central theme or subject matter. The 
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manner in which a writer approaches this theme and subject is the tone. The tone can be 

formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, and cheerful or it may be any other existing 

attitudes. 

Exposition-Exposition is a literary device used to introduce background information about 

events, settings, characters etc. to the audience or readers. The word comes from the Latin 

language and its literal meaning is “a showing forth.” Exposition is crucial to any story, for 

without it nothing makes sense- 

Plot Outline- Plot is a literary term used to describe the events that make up a story or the 

main part of a story. These events relate to each other in a pattern or a sequence. There are 

five main elements in a plot outline. The first is the exposition or the introduction. This is known 

as the beginning of the story where characters and setting are established. The conflict or main 

problem is introduced as well. The second element of a plot is known as the rising action which 

occurs when a series of events build up to the conflict. The main characters are established by 

the time the rising action of a plot occurs and at the same time, events begin to get 

complicated. It is during this part of a story that excitement, tension or crisis is encountered. 

The third element of a plot is known as the climax or the main point of the plot. This is the 

turning point of the story and is meant to be the moment of highest interest and emotion. The 

reader wonders what is going to happen next. The fourth element of a plot is known as falling 

action or the winding up of the story. Events and complications begin to resolve and the result 

of actions of the main characters are put forward. The last element of a plot is the resolution or 

the conclusion. It is the end of a story and ends with either a happy or a tragic ending. 

Falling Action- This is part of the literary plot that occurs after the climax has reached a 

resolution. 

Dynamic Character- A dynamic, or round, character is a major character in a work of fiction that 

encounters conflict and is changed by it. Dynamic characters tend to be more fully developed 

and described than flat, or static, characters.  This type of character undergoes the most 

changes 

Flat character- A flat character is a minor character in a work of fiction that does not undergo 

substantial change or growth in the course of a story. Also referred to as "two-dimensional 

characters" or "static characters," flat characters play a supporting role to the main character, 

which as a rule should be round. 

Compare- This is a rhetorical strategy and method of organization in which a writer examines 

similarities and/or differences between two people, places, ideas, or things. 
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Contrast- This is a rhetorical strategy and method of organization in which a writer examines 

similarities and/or differences between two people, places, ideas, or things. 

Archetype- a very typical example of a certain person or thing 

Meter- Meter is a stressed and unstressed syllabic pattern in a verse or within the lines of a 

poem. Stressed syllables tend to be longer and unstressed shorter. In simple language, meter is 

a poetic device that serves as a linguistic sound pattern for the verses, as it gives poetry a 

rhythmical and melodious sound. For instance, if you read a poem loudly, and it produces 

regular sound patterns, then this poem would be a metered or measured poem. The study of 

different types of versification and meters is known as prosody. 

Theme-Theme is defined as a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work that may 

be stated directly or indirectly 

Conflict-In literature, a conflict is a literary element that involves a struggle between two 

opposing forces usually a protagonist and an antagonist. 

Rising Action- The rising action of a plot is the series of events that build up and create tension 

and suspense 

Climax- A climax is a moment of great intensity in the plot of a literary work, generally bringing 

events to a head and leading to the conclusion 

Denouement- In a narrative, the event or events following the climax; the resolution or 

clarification of the plot.  When discussing fictitious writing, the denouement refers to the 

resolution of the complications of a plot in a work of fiction, generally done in a final chapter or 

section (often in the epilogue). The denouement generally follows the climax, except in mystery 

novels, in which the denouement and the climax may occur at the same time. 

Static Character- Static characters are minor characters in a work that do not undergo 

substantial change or growth in the course of a story. Also referred to as “two-dimensional 

characters” or “flat characters,” they play a supporting role to the main character, which as a 

rule should be round, or complex. 

Round Character- A round character is a major character in a work of who encounters conflict 

and is changed by it. Round characters tend to be more fully developed and described than flat, 

or static, characters. 

Contrast- Contrast is a rhetorical strategy and method of organization in which a writer 

identifies the differences between two people, places, ideas, or things. 
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Vaudeville-Vaudeville was made of comedians, singers, plate-spinners, ventriloquists, dancers, 

musicians, acrobats, animal trainers, and anyone who could keep an audience’s interest for 

more than three minutes. Beginning in the 1880s and through the 1920s, vaudeville was home 

to more than 25,000 performers, and was the most popular form of entertainment in America. 

From the local small-town stage to New York’s Palace Theater, vaudeville was an essential part 

of every community 

Uncle Tom- a black man considered to be excessively obedient or servile 

Minstrel Acts- a form of entertainment that developed in the 19th century of comic skits, 

variety acts, dancing, music, performed by white people in blackface or especially after the U.S. 

Civil War. 

Symbolism-Symbolism is the use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities by giving them 

symbolic meanings that are different from their literal sense. Symbolism can take different 

forms. Generally, it is an object representing another to give it an entirely different meaning 

that is much deeper and more significant. Sometimes, however, an action, an event or a word 

spoken by someone may have a symbolic value. 

Characterization-Characterization is a literary device that is used step by step in literature to 

highlight and explain the details about a character in a story. It is in the initial stage where the 

writer introduces the character with noticeable emergence and then following the introduction 

of the character, the writer often talks about his behavior; then as the story progresses, the 

thought-process of the character. The next stage involves the character expressing his opinions 

and ideas and getting into conversations with the rest of the characters. The final part shows 

how others in the story respond to the character’s personality. 

Protagonist- The protagonist is the main character in a story, novel, drama, or other literary 

work, the character that the reader or audience empathizes with. The antagonist opposes the 

protagonist. In the most archetypical narratives, this boils down to bad guy vs. good guy: 

Irony-Irony is a figure of speech in which words are used in such a way that their intended 

meaning is different from the actual meaning of the words. It may also be a situation that may 

end up in quite a different way than what is generally anticipated. In simple words, it is a 

difference between the appearance and the reality.  There are three types of irony: verbal, 

situational and dramatic. 

Persona- The term persona has been derived from a Latin word “persona” that means the mask 

of an actor, and is therefore etymologically linked to the dramatis personae which refers to the 

list of characters and cast in a play or a drama. It is also known as a theatrical mask. It can be 
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defined in a literary work as a voice or an assumed role of a character that represents the 

thoughts of a writer or a specific person the writer wants to present as his mouthpiece.  

Hubris-Hubris is extreme pride and arrogance shown by a character that ultimately brings 

about his downfall.   It is a typical flaw in the personality of a character who enjoys a powerful 

position; as a result of which, he overestimates his capabilities to such an extent that he loses 

contact with reality. A character suffering from Hubris tries to cross normal human limits and 

violates moral codes. Examples of Hubris are found in major characters of tragic plays. 

Flashback- This is a literary device wherein the author depicts the occurrence of specific events 

to the reader, which have taken place before the present time the narration is following, or 

events that have happened before the events that are currently unfolding in the story. 

Flashback devices that are commonly used are past narratives by characters, depictions and 

references of dreams and memories and a sub device known as authorial sovereignty wherein 

the author directly chooses to refer to a past occurrence by bringing it up in a straightforward 

manner. Flashback is used to create a background to the present situation, place or person. 

Personification- is the attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to something 

nonhuman, or the representation of an abstract quality in human form. 

Couplet- two lines of verse, usually in the same meter and joined by rhyme, that form a unit 

Chapbook- A small pamphlet containing tales, ballads, fiction or poems 

Stanza- a group of lines forming the basic recurring metrical unit in a poem; a verse 

Rhyme Scheme-The rhyme scheme is the practice of rhyming words placed at the end of the 

lines in the prose or poetry. Rhyme scheme refers to the order in which particular words rhyme. 

If the alternate words rhyme, it is an “a-b-a-b” rhyme scheme, which means “a” is the rhyme 

for the lines 1 and 3 and “b” is the rhyme affected in the lines 2 and 4.  

Rhyme -Correspondence of sound between words or the endings of words, especially when 

these are used at the ends of lines of poetry. 
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CHARACTERS: 

STEPHIN FETCHIT 

   

   

 

Quick Facts: 

 Given name is Lincoln Theodore Monroe Andre Perry 

 Stage name is Stepin Fetchit 

 American comedian and film actor 

 First black millionaire actor 

 First black actor to receive featured screen credit in a film 

 Controversial figure due to his negative stereotypical African American persona 
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 Date of Birth: May 30,1920 

 Place of Birth: Key West 

 Cause of Death-Pneumonia/Heart Attack 

 

MUHAMMED ALI 

   

   
 

Quick Facts: 

 Muhammad Ali born Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr. on January 17, 1942. He changed his 

name to Muhammad Ali in 1964 after joining Nation of Islam. 

 His Nicknames included: The Greatest, The Champ, The Louisville Lip or just ‘Ali’ 

 Muhammad Ali has been married four times and has seven daughters and two sons. 

 His height is (6 ft. 3 in) 

 Won a gold medal in the light heavyweight division at the 1960 Summer Olympics. 
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 In his autobiography, Ali states that he threw his Olympic gold medal into the Ohio River 

after being refused service at a ‘whites-only’ restaurant, and fighting with a white gang. 

 Ali developed Parkinson’s disease due to the injuries he sustained throughout his career. 

 Ali became famous for his pre-match interviews where he would ‘trash talk his rivals 

talking in rhymes explaining how he would win. 

 When Clay beat Liston, he was the youngest boxer (age 22) ever to take the title from a 

reigning heavyweight champion in 1965. 

 

SONJI CLAY 

  
 

Quick Facts: 
 

 Maiden name Sonji Roi 

 Met approximately one month prior to marriage 

 Had significant objections to certain Muslim customs 

 Divorced in January 1966 

 Died in Chicago, Illinois in October 2005 
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BROTHER RASHID-(Fictitious character) 

 

Quick Facts: 

 The Fruit of Islam; the name given to the military training of the men that belong to 

Islam in North America. 

 The responsibility of the F.O.I. is that of a head of house: protection, provision, and 

maintenance of the Nation of Islam (all Original People).  

 The F.O.I. is militant in the sense that our operations are done as a unit (Latin: mili - 

meaning "one"). Militant comes from a Latin root, militare, which means "to serve as a 

soldier". Soldier has a root, again Latin, solidus, meaning solid. 

 Called Fruit for short 

 Males only 

 Louis Farrakhan is the commander and chief. I FOI was disbanded after the death of 

Elijah Muhammed, but reestablished after Farrakhan assumed leadership  

 Created to defend and protect its members 

 (Nation of Islam) 

 Islamic religious movement founded in Detroit 
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 Led by the honorable Elijah Muhammad 

 They worshipped in Temples or Mosques 

 Its stated goals are to improve the spiritual, mental, social, and economic condition of African 

Americans in the United States and all of humanity. 

 Bother Rashid’s character was based on One of the  Heads of the FOI.  

 Fruit of Islam (Head of the FOI) 

WILLIAM FOX 

  

 

Quick Facts: 
 Born in Tulchva, Hungary in 1879                

 Owned various movie theatres                   

 Motion picture executive 

 Lost control of movie empire in 1930 after his tragic car crash, the stock market crash and a 

“hostile” takeover 

  Founded the fox West Coat Theatres Chain in 1920/ Founded Fox Film Corporation in 1915 

 Character is a combination of Fox and movie exec, Wilfred Sheehan 
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LESSON I-WE WEAR THE MASK 

Task:  Stepin Fetchit (Lincoln Theodore Perry), the first millionaire actor, was a 
controversial figure due to his negative stereotypical persona as a shuffling, shiftless 
“lazy” character. In Fetch Clay, Make Man, one similarity between the two unlikely 
characters, is the desire for both to reinvent themselves from their public images.  In 
the play, Fetchit explains why he continues to live out this persona when he says, 
“…when you wear a mask for so long, you can’t take it off.”  Similarly in Paul Laurence 
Dunbar’s classic poem, We Wear the Mask, he examines this same metaphorical and 
symbolic mask that African Americans must wear to disguise their true emotions 
over social and racial injustices.   Write a 1-3 page discourse that uses Dunbar’s 
poem to parallel Stepin Fetchit’s plight to “mask” his true emotions of fortitude and 
affliction, instead of his enlivened and docile facade.  Incorporate specific examples 
from the text. 

STANDARD 
# 

OBJECTIVE 

ELAGSE 9-12 
W5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a 
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience 

ELAGSE9-12W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and audience 

ELAGSE9-10RL1
  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inference drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

ELAGSE11-12L6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient 
for reading, writing and speaking and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression 

ELAGSE9-12W6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish and update individual or shared 
writing projects, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and dynamically. 

ELAGSE9-12W7 Conduct short as well as sustained research projects to answer a question(including a self- 
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden  the inquiry when appropriate 

ELAGSE11-12L5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings 

ELAGSE9-10L1 Demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking 

TAHSFTI.1 Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical experiences, dramatic literature and 
electronic media 
    

TAHSTLI.10 Critiquing various aspects of theatre and other media using appropriate supporting evidence 

TAHSFTI.6: Researching cultural and historical information to support artistic choices 

ELAGSE9-12 
RL2 

 Determine a theme and/or central idea of text closely and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
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LESSON VOCABULARY 
Theme Theme is defined as a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work that may 

be stated directly or indirectly 

Minstrel Acts  Is a form of entertainment that developed in the 19th century of comic skits, variety 
acts, dancing, and music, performed by white people in blackface or especially after 
the U.S. Civil War. 

Persona The term persona has been derived from a Latin word “persona” that means the mask 
of an actor, and is therefore etymologically linked to the dramatis personae which 
refers to the list of characters and cast in a play or a drama. It is also known as a 
theatrical mask. It can be defined in a literary work as a voice or an assumed role of a 
character that represents the thoughts of a writer or a specific person the writer wants 
to present as his mouthpiece. 

Uncle Tom Uncle Tom is  a black man considered to be excessively obedient or servile 

Dynamic  
Character 

A dynamic, or round, character is a major character in a work of fiction that 
encounters conflict and is changed by it. Dynamic characters tend to be more fully 
developed and described than flat, or static, characters.  This type of character 
undergoes the most changes 

Symbolism Symbolism is the use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities by giving them symbolic 
meanings that are different from their literal sense. Symbolism can take different 
forms. Generally, it is an object representing another to give it an entirely different 
meaning 

Tone Tone, in written composition, is an attitude of a writer toward a subject or an 
audience. Tone is generally conveyed through the choice of words or the viewpoint of 
a writer on a particular subject. Every written piece comprises a central theme or 
subject matter. The manner in which a writer approaches this theme and subject is the 
tone. The tone can be formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, and cheerful or it 
may be any other existing attitudes. 

Compare This is a rhetorical strategy and method of organization in which a writer examines 
similarities and/or differences between two people, places, ideas, or things. 

Contrast This is a rhetorical strategy and method of organization in which a writer examines 
similarities and/or differences between two people, places, ideas, or things. 

Personification Personification is the attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to 
something nonhuman, or the representation of an abstract quality in human form. 
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We Wear the Mask 

By Paul Laurence Dunbar 

 

We wear the mask that grins and lies, 

It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,-- 

This debt we pay to human guile; 

With torn and bleeding hearts we smile, 

And mouth with myriad subtleties. 

 

Why should the world be over wise, 

In counting all our tears and sighs? 

Nay, let them only see us, while 

We wear the mask. 

 

We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries 

To thee from tortured souls arise. 

We sing, but oh the clay is vile 

Beneath our feet, and long the mile; 

But let the world dream otherwise, 

We wear the mask!  
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LESSON II-EPITAPH- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 
# 

OBJECTIVE 

TAHSTLI.10 Critiquing various aspects of theatre and other media using appropriate supporting 
evidence 

ELAGSE11-
12RL6 

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 
stated in a text from what is really meant(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony or understatement 

   

ELAGSE9-
12W6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish and update individual or 
shared writing projects, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

ELAGSE9-12 
RL2 

Determine a theme and/or central idea of text closely and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

TAHSFTI.6 Researching cultural and historical information to support artistic choices 

ELAGSE11-
12RL7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story drama or poem or live production of a play 
or recorded novel or poetry 
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LESSON VOCABULARY 
Epitaph An epitaph is a phrase or statement written in memory of a person who has died as 

an inscription on a tombstone. 

Minstrel Acts Is a form of entertainment that developed in the 19th century of comic skits, variety 
acts, dancing, music, performed by white people in blackface or especially after the 
U.S. Civil War 

Characterization Characterization is a literary device that is used step by step in literature to highlight 
and explain the details about a character in a story. It is in the initial stage where the 
writer introduces the character with noticeable emergence and then following the 
introduction of the character, the writer often talks about his behavior; then as the 
story progresses, the thought-process of the character. The next stage involves the 
character expressing his opinions and ideas and getting into conversations with the 
rest of the characters. The final part shows how others in the story respond to the 
character’s personality. 

Uncle Tom Uncle Tom is  a black man considered to be excessively obedient or servile 

Archetype a very typical example of a certain person or thing 

Vaudeville Vaudeville was made of comedians, singers, plate-spinners, ventriloquists, dancers, 
musicians, acrobats, animal trainers, and anyone who could keep an audience’s 
interest for more than three minutes. Beginning in the 1880s and through the 1920s, 
vaudeville was home to more than 25,000 performers, and was the most popular 
form of entertainment in America. From the local small-town stage to New York’s 
Palace Theater, vaudeville was an essential part of every community 

Persona The term persona has been derived from a Latin word “persona” that means the 
mask of an actor, and is therefore etymologically linked to the dramatis personae 
which refers to the list of characters and cast in a play or a drama. It is also known as 
a theatrical mask. It can be defined in a literary work as a voice or an assumed role of 
a character that represents the thoughts of a writer or a specific person the writer 
wants to present as his mouthpiece. 

Task 
1.   Listen to NPR’s  audio of  Stepin Fetchit, Hollywood’s  First Black Actor. 
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2.  After listening to the audio and /or reading the article, create a T-chart listing his public 
verses private persona.  

              http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5245089         
 

3. Next create an epitaph describing the true verses perceived persona.  Be mindful that your 
epitaph must be able to fully fit on a tombstone.  You may create a 3-D model or simply 
insert the inscription on the image as the example suggests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5245089
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LESSON III-Power of Poetry 

 

 

 

Task 

During the Ali/Clay vs. Sonny Liston fight, Liston was favored to win. 

Ali started a harassment campaign, even going as far as renting a bus 

and showing up at Liston’s house to rail insults and chants.  At a game 

show called I’ve Got a Secret, Harvey Jones, Ali’s sparring partner, 

delivered his poem to be read regarding the Clay/ Liston bout.  In the 

passage/ poem , identify the rhyme scheme for the poem. 

Liston keeps backing, 

but there’s not 

enough room. It’s a 

matter of time until 

Clay lowers the boom! 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_vs._Sonny_Liston 

 

STANDARD  
# 

OBJECTIVE 

ELAGSE9-
12W6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish and update individual or 
shared writing projects, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

ELAGSE9-
10RL1  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inference drawn from the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  

ELAGSE9-
10RL3 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot 
or develop the theme. 

ELAGSE9-
1010L5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in 
word meanings 

ELAGSE9-
12W4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience   

ELAGSE9-
12W8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital resources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering 
the research question; integrate the information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format citation 

ELAGSE9-
12W7  

Conduct short as well as sustained research projects to answer a question(including a 
self- generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden  the inquiry when 
appropriate 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_vs._Sonny_Liston
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LESSON VOCABULARY 
Chapbook A small pamphlet containg tales, ballads, fiction or poems 

Rhyme Correspondence of sound between words or the endings of words, especially  
when these are used at the ends of lines of poetry. 

Rhyme Scheme Rhyme Scheme- The rhyme scheme is the practice of rhyming words placed at the 
endof the lines in the prose or poetry. Rhyme scheme refers to the order in which 
particular words rhyme. If the alternate words rhyme, it is an “a-b-a-b” rhyme 
scheme, which means “a” is the rhyme for the lines 1 and 3 and “b” is the rhyme 
affected in the lines 2 and 4. 

Stanza A group of lines forming the basic recurring metrical unit in a poem; a verse 

Couplet Two lines of verse, ususally in the same meter and joined by rhymes, that form a 
unit. 

Rhythm Rhythm is derived from rhythmos (Greek) which means, “measured motion”. 
Rhythm is a literary device which demonstrates the long and short patterns 
through stressed and unstressed syllables particularly in verse form. 
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           http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-rhyme-scheme-definition-examples-quiz.html 

 

 

http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-rhyme-scheme-definition-examples-quiz.html
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LESSON IV-CHAPBOOK 

  

 

Task 1: Research and identify eight classic Muhammed Ali 

poems/chants.   Use the poems to create a chapbook ( a small pamphlet 

containing ballads, tales, fiction or poems.) Create an image for each 

poem and cite your sources. 
 

Task 2: After reading, Fetch Clay, Make Man, identify the climactic or 

heightened moments that Clay experienced with each character in the 

play.  Respond to those moments with an original Cassius Clay chant or 

poem similar to his “Float like a butterfly…” rants.  Be sure to 

incorporate specific details from the play. Each poem must consist of 

two-three stanzas. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE CHAMP’S 
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STRAND # OBJECTIVE 
ELAGSE11-
12RL7 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story drama or poem or live production of a play or 
recorded novel or poetry 

   
ELAGSE11-
12W2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization and  
analysis of content 

 

 

LESSON VOCABULARY 

Personification - is the attribution of a personal nature or human 
characteristics to something nonhuman, or the representation 
of an abstract quality in human form. 

Couplet - two lines of verse, usually in the same meter and joined by 
rhyme, that form a unit 

Rhyme Correspondence of sound between words or the endings of 
words, especially when these are used at the ends of lines of 
poetry. 

Rhyme Scheme -The rhyme scheme is the practice of rhyming words placed at 
the end of the lines in the prose or poetry. Rhyme scheme 
refers to the order in which particular words rhyme. If the 
alternate words rhyme, it is an “a-b-a-b” rhyme scheme, which 
means “a” is the rhyme for the lines 1 and 3 and “b” is the 
rhyme affected in the lines 2 and 4.  

Chapbook A small pamphlet containing tales, ballads, fiction or poems 
Stanza  A group of lines forming the basic recurring metrical unit in a 

poem; a verse 

 

  

NOTE:  There are a myriad of assignments that can accompany this guide(e.g. Elevator Speech from 

Sonji Clay proclaiming her unwillingness to subscribe to the ideology of the Nation of Islam, 

Personifications of objects to represent each character(Forced Association Strategy), Web quests for 

both William Fox, Muhammed Ali and Stepin Fetchit, an obituary noting Fetchit’s professional and 

personal accomplishments and a 21st Century Original Vaudevillian act.  These are merely sample 

lessons and may be used in conjunction with your county or university’s instructional outline.  Email 

education@truecolorstheatre.org for more sample lessons. 

 

 

 

mailto:education@truecolorstheatre.org
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