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This activity is for middle school students to complete during their field trip to The Center 
for civil and human rights. It will help them make the most of their time at The Center, while 
highlighting some of the relevant content they might not otherwise see or read.

During your field trip, your class can visit the three exhibitions in any order. Personnel at 
The Center can assist with dividing your group between the three floors. In the students’ Field 
Trip Activity pages, the galleries are organized from the ground up, but they do not need to be 
visited in this sequence:

•  Voice to the Voiceless:
   Morehouse College Martin Luther King, Jr. Collection 
    (first floor/ground level)
•  Rolls Down Like Water: The American Civil Rights Movement 
    (Second Floor/Entry Level)
•   Spark of Conviction: The Global Human Rights Movement  
    (Third Floor/Upper Level)

In each exhibition, students will be able to direct their own learning by using their self-guide 
and choosing questions about the topics and people that interest them most. Please be sure to 
print enough copies of the self-guide for each of your students and ensure that each student 
has a pencil. The Look, Listen, and Learn Self-guide contains lists of questions with 
instructions. Students should write the numbers of the questions they have selected with their 
answers in the spaces provided. 

The galleries in Rolls Down Like Water: The American Civil Rights Movement are arranged 
thematically and chronologically. Students will experience this exhibition in a linear fashion.  
Questions in the Field Trip Activity are arranged by gallery in the order your students will be 
moving, from beginning to end. Each gallery has its own group of questions. 

In Rolls Down Like Water, there is a lunch counter interactive that may not be appropriate 
for students under the age of ten. Please use your best judgment while in the galleries with 
students.

Spark of Conviction: The Global Human Rights Movement is structured differently. It is an 
open space with free-flowing galleries.  Students may experience it in any order they choose. 
However, the students’ Field Trip Activity questions for this exhibition are organized from 
entrance to exit.

During your preparations for the field trip, advise students to read through the Look, Listen, 
and Learn Self-Guide carefully ahead of time, perhaps on the bus on the way over. This way, 
they will know what to look for once they are inside the galleries. Upon returning to school 
after the field trip, have students share and compare their answers to the questions they 
chose. By working in groups or as a whole class, try to complete all of the questions from 
the Self-Guide. 
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ANSWER KEY

Voice to the Voiceless: Morehouse College Martin Luther King, Jr. Collection 
1. Quotes are engraved in the wood panels on the side walls.  Answers will vary depending  
     on which quote students choose.  
2. Objects will rotate. 
3. Answers will be based on the documents displayed.
4. Answers will vary and may include the letters, rough drafts, edited documents, or   
    notes, such as the letter from the Birmingham jail and the eulogy for the young girls  
     killed in the church bombing.

Rolls Down Like Water: The American Civil Rights Movement
A.
1. Choices will include:  Strom Thurmond, George C. Wallace, Theophilus Eugene “Bull”   
    Connor, Orval Faubus, Jim Clark, Sam Engelhardt, Lester Maddox, or James Eastland.
2. Answers will vary depending on the program watched, but they are all related to the  
    bigotry and racism of the segregationists.
3. There are 12 states on the wall from which students can choose and they all have variations   
     on the theme of racial segregation in education.  
4. Information will come from the written panels on the handrail and the audio handsets.   
    Students can select two  from:  Spelman College, Morehouse College,  Atlanta Daily World,  
    Atlanta Life Insurance Company & Citizens Trust Bank, Butler YMCA, The Royal Peacock  
    Club & Paschal’s Restaurant, Big Bethel AME Church, Prince Hall Masonic Temple, Wheat  
    Street Baptist Church, Ebenezer Baptist Church.

B. 
1. Serious attitude, no retaliation, sing, plan, no one goes alone, not one takes all the 
    punishment, no weapons, only the spokesperson talks to the press, wear professional attire
2. Answers will vary and should include hearing loud voices, feeling the seat move, being 
     insulted, threatened, and called names.
3. The Freedom Riders stories can be seen and heard on the large bus graphic on the back  
    wall. Audio first-person stories are presented on the handsets.  
4. Answers will vary and should include references to Claudette Colvin, Rosa Parks, Ruby  
    Bridges, Freedom Riders and the Women’s Political Council.  

C. 
1. A. Philip Randolph; Roy Wilkins of the National Association for the Advancement of 
    Colored People (NAACP); James Farmer of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE); John  
    Lewis of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC); Whitney Young of the  
    National Urban League; and Martin Luther King from the Southern Christian Leadership  
     Conference (SCLC)
2. Demands summaries:
 • Comprehensive and effective civil rights legislation 
 • Withholding of Federal funds from all programs in which discrimination exists.
 • Desegregation of all school districts in 1963.
 • Enforcement of the Fourteenth Amendment
 • Executive Order banning discrimination in all housing supported by federal funds.
 • Attorney General to institute injunctive suits when any Constitutional right 
    is violated.
 • A massive federal program to train and place all unemployed workers
 • A national minimum wage act that will give all Americans a decent standardof living.
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 • A broadened Fair Labor Standards Act 
 • A federal Fair Employment Practices Act 
3. Students may choose from one of the speeches seen in the video presentation or from one  
    provided by the audio handsets located on the back wall across from the video presentation.
4. Leading musical, film, television, and radio personalities marched, attended fundraisers,  
    spoke at events, and provided other support for the movement. Memorable celebrities in  
    attendance included Marlon Brando, Sammy Davis, Jr., Jackie Robinson, Charlton Heston,      
    Burt Lancaster, Paul Newman, Lena Horne, Sidney Poitier, James Baldwin, and 
    Harry Belafonte.  

D. 
1.  Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson, and Denise McNair 
2. The march from Selma to Montgomery on March 7, 1965 to protest the death of civil rights  
    activist Jimmie Lee Jackson.
3. Fannie Lou Hamer 
4. Although he campaigned for Georgia governor in 1957 as a segregationist, Ivan Allen Jr.’s  
    views quickly evolved.  As a business leader in 1961, he was deeply involved in the 
    agreement to desegregate the lunch counters of Atlanta.  After his election as Atlanta’s  
    mayor in 1962, he consistently worked to promote civil rights reforms. 

E. 
1. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. 
2. In planning the Poor People’s Campaign, Dr. King and his associates wanted to bring teams  
    of mules and wagons to Washington to symbolize rural poverty. During the preparation for  
    King’s funeral on April 9, 1968, longtime activist Hosea Williams decided to find two mules  
    and a wagon to carry King’s body along the route.  
3. Britain, Nicaragua, Morocco, New Zealand, Liberia, Norway, Jamaica, and Guyana

F.  
1. Your students will have many opportunities to direct their own learning in this area, as the  
    display and interactives contain a large number of individuals and themes from which 
    to choose.

Spark of Conviction: The Global Human Rights Movement
1.  Student, Educator, Social media user, LGBT, White, Black, Artist, Christian, Jew, Muslim, 
     Disabled, or Immigrant
2.  Defenders: Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, Vaclav Havel,  
     Eleanor Roosevelt, Estela Barnes De Carlotto Argentina (Mothers Of The Plaza De Mayo),  
     Andrei Sakharov & Yelena Bonner.  Offenders: Adolph Hitler, Mao Zedong, Joseph Stalin,  
     Pol Pot, Idi Amin, Augusto Pinochet
3.  A person cannot be:
 • Discriminated against because of gender, skin color, religious beliefs, or any 
    fundamental characteristic of who they are, Tortured or mistreated, Held in prison  
    without a reason, Enslaved, Condemned as a criminal without a fair opportunity to  
    present his or her case in a court 
    A person must be able to: 
 • Think and speak freely, Enjoy personal privacy, Choose a mate and have a family,  
    Own property, Move to a different place, Assemble without government 
                  interference, Vote in fair elections
    A person must have the opportunity to: 
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 • Seek gainful employment, Have adequate food and shelter, Get a decent 
    education, Have access to medical care  
4.  Answers will vary based on the individuals your students select. All of them, however,  
     are fighting for human rights that have in some way affected them personally.
5. Answers will vary and should include reference to either “Upstanders” (people who help  
    those targeted for violence or death – often at great personal risk; they speak out, offer  
    assistance, and  intervene to prevent abuse) or “Bystanders” (those who stand by and do  
    nothing –by looking away; they can even appear to support the perpetrators).  
6. The scenario: One day, on your way home, you see a child from a persecuted group 
    hiding in the woods. The child is bleeding and unable to walk. What do you do?  
    Options include:  
 • Inform authorities about the child. Bring water, food, and bandages to the 
   child once it gets dark out. Take the child to your house for bandages and food,   
   but then make her leave. Hide the child in your home, risking jail or even   
   death for you and your family. Do nothing, and try to forget what you saw.
7. Chocolate: Child Slavery; Flowers: Exposure to toxic pesticides; Soccer: Child Labor;  
    Clothing: Unsafe working conditions; Cell Phones: Mineral mining
8. Answers will vary and should reference that either government surveillance is essential  
    to keeping Americans safe from security threats or that collecting massive amounts of  
    data on people without their knowledge is illegal. 
9. Students can chose from LBGT Rights, National Security, Women’s Rights, Public  
    Education, Voter’s Rights, or Racial Discrimination
10. Titles include: Boaz’s Story, Helping the Hungry, Bullying, Asylum Seekers in the 
       UK, Said Yousif’s Story, Manoj’s Story, Razia’s Story, Child Labor, AIDS Epidemic,    
       Women’s Health in Peru
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