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     Student 
Matinee & 

Family Series 
  

Tell Me My Dream 
 By Playwright Pearl Cleage 

Directed by Rosemary Newcott 
 

Study Guide for grades 5th-8th  
Created by Creekside High School 10th Grade Literature Class of Carmen Kinnebrew and  

As part of the Alliance Arts for Learning Institute 
Dramaturgy by Students Program 

Under the guidance of Teaching Artist Ebony Tucker 
 

WORLD PREMIER 
Tell Me My Dream is a tailor-made experience for middle school students. 

 

 
 

On the Alliance Theatre Stage 
 Tuesday- Friday,  

October 30, 2015 to November 8, 2015 at 9:45 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. 
Friday, Oct 30th at 7 p.m.; Saturday & Sundays Oct 31st -Nov. 8th 1p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
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Food for thought from the director, Rosemary Newcott, the Sally G. Tomlinson Artistic 

Director of Theatre for Youth and Families and Pearl Cleage, Alliance Theatre Playwright in 
Residence:  

 
“My niece Sylvie is an eighth grader.   After sitting in at rehearsal, she observed that "everyone in 
the room seemed so accepting of each other, and that is what this play is about: acceptance".  

-Rosemary 
 
“So many of us take our freedom for granted because we were ‘born free’, but freedom is a great 
gift.  Think about it more deeply by asking yourself the question: What are you doing with your 
freedom?” 

- Pearl 
 

 
Tell Me My Dream Table of Contents 

 
Before the play 
Page # 

4. Tell Me…about the Playwright 
5. Tell Me…about the Director 
6. Tell Me…about the Cast 
6.   Tell me…about the Synopsis (the summary of the play) 
7.   Tell Me…about the Characters 
9.   Tell Me…about The Atlanta Colored Music Festival 
10. Tell Me…about the Atlanta Race Riots 
11. Tell Me…about Jim Crow Laws 
12. Tell me…about vocabulary, people, and phrases from the play 
14. Tell me…about pre-show questions (for discussion or journaling) 

 
After the play  

14. Tell me…about post-show questions and creative writing 
15. Tell me…about the theme 
16. Tell me…about the resources 

 
 

Think about the title of the play. What do you think the play will be about? 
What do freedom and acceptance mean to you? 
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Language Arts Core Curriculum Standards 
 
CCRA.R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events and ideas develop and interact over the course 

of a text.  

CCRA.R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative and figurative meanings and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  

CCRA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 

to make effective choices for meaning or style and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening.  

CCRA.SL.2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

ELACC6-8RH2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions (grades 6-8)  

 
National Core Arts Standards  
 
TH: Pr4.1.6.  

a. Identify the essential events in a story or script that make up the dramatic structure in a drama/theatre 

work  

TH: Re7.1.6.  

a. Describe and record personal reactions to artistic choices in a drama/theatre work.  

TH: Re8.1.8.  

a. Recognize and share artistic choices when participating in or observing a drama/theatre work.  

TH: Re9.1.8.  

a. Respond to a drama/ theatre work using supporting evidence, personal aesthetics, and artistic criteria.  

TH: Cn10.1.8.  

a. Examine a community issue through multiple perspectives in a drama/theatre work.  

TH: Cn11.2.6.  

b. Investigate the time period and place of a drama/theatre work to better understand performance and 

design choices.  
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Tell Me… 
About the Playwright Pearl Cleage 

 

 
 

Pearl Cleage is an Atlanta-based playwright and novelist.  She grew up in Detroit, 

Michigan where her father Albert B. Cleage Jr. was a minister who played an 

important role in the Civil Rights Movement.  After high school in Detroit, she 

attended Howard University in Washington D.C. where she majored in playwriting 

and dramatic literature. In 1969, Pearl moved to Atlanta and enrolled at Spelman 

College where she graduated in 1971 with a degree in Drama.  Pearl is married to 

Zaron W. Burnett, a writer with whom she often collaborates.  

 

Pearl is the Mellon Playwright in Residence at the Alliance Theatre where she works 

with the Palefsky Collision Project every summer and collaborates with other 

Alliance artists on a variety of projects.  Her plays include The Nacirema Society, 

Flyin’ West, Blues for an Alabama Sky, Bourbon at the Border, A Song for Coretta, and 

What I Learned in Paris. She has written eight novels, including "What Looks Like 

Crazy on an Ordinary Day," which was an Oprah Book Club selection and spent nine 

weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. Pearl and her husband collaborated on 

the award-winning performance series Live at Club Zebra! for 10 years.  She is 

currently at work on a new play set in Atlanta’s West End neighborhood.  This is 

Pearl’s first play for middle school students. 
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Tell me…about the Director 

 

 
 

As the Sally G. Tomlinson Artistic Director of Theatre for Youth and Families, 

Rosemary has directed dozens of productions such as A Christmas Carol, Courage 

(premiere), James & the Giant Peach, Shrek, The Wizard of Oz, The Real Tweenagers of 

Atlanta (premiere), Seussical, Class of 3000 Live! (Premiere), Go Dog Go!, Einstein is a 

Dummy (premiere), The Book of Ruth, The Hobbit, and more. She also directed the 

Palefsky Collision Project for ten years and pioneered the Alliance’s new and 

innovative Theatre for the Very Young. Other favorite directing experiences include: 

Jason Invisible and Knufflebunny A Cautionary Musical both for the Kennedy Center 

and Frida Libre for La Jolla Playhouse. Rosemary was named Atlanta Lexus Leader of 

the Arts in December 2001 and is a recipient of the prestigious Princess Grace 

Foundation Fellowship. She was named Best Director of the Year in 2002 by the AJC 

and in 2005 was awarded the GTC Distinguished Career Award. She is a 2009 

recipient of the Princess Grace Special Projects award, the 2010 Spirit of Suzi Bass 

award and is on the board of TYA/USA. Rosemary holds an MA in Theatre from 

Northwestern University and a BA in English and Theatre from New Jersey City 

University. In May of 2014, Rosemary and playwright Pearl Cleage traveled to the 

Kennedy Center’s New Visions New Voices festival to workshop Tell Me My Dream 

for young audiences and their families.    
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Tell Me…about the Cast 
Isake Akanke………………………………………………………………………………….Mary Solomon 
Jeremiah Parker Hobbs……………………………………………………………………..Jeremy Glass 
Stephen Ruffin………………………………………………………………………..…Wallace Anderson 
Avery Sharpe…………………………………………………………………………………….Henry Butler 
Daviorr Snipes……………………………………………………………..…Reverend James Solomon 
Vallea E. Woodbury………………………………………………………………………….…Anna Butler 

 
 

Understudies 
Stephen Brown………..US Henry Butler/Rev. James Butler/Wallace Anderson/As Cast 
Marisa Garrett…………………………………………….US Anna Butler/Mary Solomon/As Cast 
Patrick Schweigert…………………………………………………………....US Jeremy Glass/As Cast 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis for Tell Me My Dream 
 

‘Tell Me My Dream” takes place in Atlanta, Georgia in 1910 and 2015. In the 

beginning of the story, Wallace Anderson and Jeremy Glass are on a field trip to see the 

play. Wallace and Jeremy are clearly bored by black history and are more interested in 

sports. They begin watching the play and Mary Solomon leaves the “play” and 1910, 

traveling to 2015 meeting Wallace and Jeremy. They compare what is different between the 

time periods of Atlanta giving Mary an idea. She could help her friend who wants to run 

away from home.  

 Henry Butler is Mary’s friend and he thinks life will be better if he lived up north. 

Mary asks Wallace and Jeremy to leave behind their fancy gizmos and travel back in time 

with her to 1910. She wants to show Henry how much progress has been made to convince 

him not to leave his family and friends. The lesson intended for Henry could ultimately help 

them all, including two teens that desperately need an A in history. What better way to 

learn about history than to live it! 
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Tell Me My Dream 
Characters 

 
Wallace Anderson is an African American boy from the year 2015. He loves basketball but 

must get an “A” in history if he wants to continue playing.  Wallace is not interested in 

learning about the past, as he doesn’t see how it is connected to his life. Over the course of 

the play, he learns there is something better and more important than basketball in his life. 

Jeremy Glass is Wallace’s best friend.  Jeremy shares Wallace’s interest in basketball and 

must do well in school to enjoy it.  Jeremy knows a few things about history but could 

definitely use a life lesson to help him with his school project. 

Mary Solomon is a very confident African American girl from the year 1910 who is always 

prepared.  She’s living with grandfather while her mom and dad are away. Mary’s father is a 

doctor teaching at Howard University for the summer. She loves music so much that she 

would have risked being arrested for going to an event she isn’t allowed due to Jim Crow 

Laws.  She is a good friend to Henry and wants to help him face his fears. Mary loves 

helping others in general.  She is not afraid to speak to the literary club to encourage them 

to be a part of history at the 1st Atlanta Colored Music Festival.  

Henry Butler is an African American from the year 1910.  He used to take piano lessons 

and play but not since something big happened in his life. He struggles with wanting to run 

away from his problems and is less enthusiastic than Mary about the Atlanta Colored Music 

Festival. Don’t mistake his lack of enthusiasm for a disinterest in music.  Guilt over 

something out of his control won’t allow him to enjoy music any longer. 

Anna Butler is Henry’s loving mother. She is a caring Christian who enjoys singing and 

cooking for her son, Rev. Solomon and Mary.  Anna has a literary club and has volunteered 

Mary to speak to the group.  
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Reverend James Soloman is Mary’s grandfather. He is a respectable older man. He is 

judgment free and believes in good manners. He always finds the positive in a negative 

situation. He shares Mary’s passion for music. Rev. Solomon’s special connection to music 

developed when he was a young boy in slavery. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tell Me My Dream Study Guide Page 9 
 

 

 
Tell Me…about the Atlanta Colored Music Festival 

 
• Was founded by Atlanta Colored Music Festival Association. 

• Henry Hugh Proctor originally found the association. 

• The Atlanta Colored Music Festival is a concert with African American 

performers.  

• Approximately 2,000 people gathered in the Atlanta Auditorium and Armory 

(Municipal Auditorium). 

• The Festival first debut was on August 4, 1910. 

• The program opened up with an overture played by three young women 

pianist backed up with 135 chorus singers. 

• In 1914 Atlanta Colored Music Festival changed its name to the  “Georgia 

Music Festival”. 

• A more modest event was held at First Congregational Church. By 1918, they 

had returned back to the Auditorium and Armory, which was most likely their 

last concert. 

• The audience was segregated into sections. 

• Even though the gathering was essentially for colored people there was a 

large amount of white people in attendance. Surprisingly the white crowd had 

some of the most energetic applause. 
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Tell Me…about the Atlanta Race Riot 
  

The Atlanta Race Riot of 1906 was a massive civil disturbance in 

Atlanta, Georgia. The riot began on the evening of September 22, 1906 due to 

increasing racial tension. A variety of emotions, including hate, fear, and revenge 

raged in white men and boys. They gathered in downtown Atlanta where they killed 

dozens of black people, wounded scores of others, and inflicted property 

damage. Alonzo Herndon, black leader and business owner’s barbershop was 

damaged.  Across the street, another barbershop was raided and employees were 

killed.  

Many whites were angry that blacks were advancing in wealth, education, and 

their jobs.  Many were also upset because black men had the right to vote. The black 

man’s advancement seemed to threaten the white man’s control over social order 

and white supremacists sought to “put them in their place”.   

The media became the source of hatred and fear with reports of “alleged 

assaults” on white women by black men. By late September, at least four reports of 

assault appeared in the newspaper and mob violence erupted.  

After a weekend of rioting, city officials, businessmen, clergy, and the press called 

for an end to violence, because it was hurtful to Atlanta's image as a successful New 

South town. Indeed, the riot had been covered throughout the United States, as well 

as internationally.  

Estimates of 25 to 40 black people were killed, while two deaths of white 

people were reported.  One of the two deaths was a white woman who suffered a 

heart attack after witnessing the violent riot.  The riots greatly affected those who 

experienced it.  However, it was an event some tried to forget and omit from the 

history of the city. 
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Tell me…about Jim Crow Laws 
 

 
 

Jim Crow Laws were state and local laws enforcing racial segregation (racial 

separation) in the southern United States. Jim Crow Laws mandated the segregation of 

public schools, public work places, and public transportation. Additionally, the 

segregation of restrooms, restaurants and drinking fountains meant the use of these 

places were different for blacks than white people. The U.S military and federal work 

places were also segregated. Jim Crow Laws begin around the end of Reconstruction in 

1877 to 1954.  The decision in the Brown vs. the Board of Education of Topeka case, 

“Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal” decided the laws violated the 

Constitution’s 14th amendment and must stop. Unfortunately the unlawful practices 

didn’t magically end.  It took many years, civil rights leaders, and a movement to truly 

make a difference. 
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Tell Me…about Vocabulary, People and Phrases 

 
accommodate (v) - To make room for someone or something.  

abolitionist (n) - Someone who did not believe in slavery and fought for the 
ending of slavery.  

abruptly (adj)- sudden or unexpected, 

Alonzo Herndon- a black barbershop owner in 1906.  Henry’s father, the 
fictitious character mentioned in the play, is said to work at Mr. Herndon’s 
shop in the play. 

baste – pour juices or melted fast over meat during cooking in order to keep it 
moist. 

candor (n)- To be open and honest in appearance. 

child prodigy (n)-A person under the age of 10 who has a natural talent at 
something they have mastered.  

“dressed to the nine”- To be dressed in your finest. 

Dr. King (1929-1968)- A Nobel Peace prize-winning Baptist minister, activist 
and leader of the Civil Rights Movement.  

enthusiastic (adj)- To be very interested in something or excited by it.  

essence (n)- The basic/ real nature of a thing or its significance of an 
individual. 

ethnicity (n)- category of people who identify with each other based on 
common family, social and culture. 

horse trough (n) – A long V shaped container for drinking water or feeding 
animals. 

Howard University- a national historical black college and university 
(HBCU), since 1867, Howard has awarded more than100,000 degrees in the 
professions, arts, sciences and humanities. Howard ranks among the highest 
producers of the nation's Black professionals in medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacy, engineering, nursing, architecture, religion, law, music, social work 
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and education. 

lynch (v)- To kill someone by hanging.  Although many people were beat 
during the 1906 Atlanta Race Riots, lynching was another way that black 
people were killed during slavery and segregated times. 

Municipal Auditorium (n)- An Atlanta building where concerts and 
productions were held.  It’s where the Atlanta Colored Music Festival was first 
held.  

parlor (n)- A small sitting room. 

reluctant (adj)- To show or to feel doubtful about doing something. 

segregation (n)- the state of being set apart, separated to one group. 

shabby (adj)- Old and in bad condition. 

Sly & The Family Stone (n)- An American band from San Francisco. The band 
headed by singer, songwriter, producer, multi-instrumental, Sylvester 
Stewart, also known as Sly Stone.  Active from 1967 to 1973 the band was 
pivotal in the development of soul and funk music.  

tentatively (adv)- not final or fully worked out. 

Terminator (n)- A person or thing that ends something. Also, the 1984 movie 
about an assassin machine that travels from the future to the year 2029 to 
1984. His goal is to prevent a major event from happening. 

urgently (adj)- requiring immediate attention or action.  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) A prolific artist, Austrian 
composer of a string of operas, concertos, symphonies and sonatas that 
profoundly shaped classical music. His Sonata No. 15 in C major is very 
important to Rev. Solomon in the play. 
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   Pre-Show Questions 
 

1. Imagine growing up in the early 1900s living in Atlanta. What might life be like 
for you? 

2. Discuss what you know about Jim Crow Laws and segregation.  
3. How does music make you feel? What genre or artists make you feel this way? 

Does it inspire or motivate you?  
4. Close your eyes and listen to Mozart’s Sonata no. 15 in C major. What do you 

see? How do you feel? What story does the song tell? 
 

Post-Show Questions 
 

1. What are some differences in Atlanta 1910 compared to 2015? 
2. What sport do Wallace and Jeremy like to play? 
3. Why does Henry blame himself for his father’s death? 
4. Why do you think Henry began playing the piano again? 
5. What does Mary say to Henry to convince him to stay? 
6. “Don’t hate the black. Don’t hate the white. If you get bitten, hate the bite” What 

do you think this phrase means? 
 

Creative Writing Prompts 
 

1. Tell me your dream? The biggest dreams seem impossible.  But it’s been said, ”If 
your dream doesn’t scare you, your dream isn’t big enough.  What dream do you 
have for yourself? What is a dream you have that will change the world?  

2. Wallace’s parents use basketball as an incentive for him to improve his grades in 
school.  What incentives do your parents use to get you to do something?  

3. Imagine you’ve been challenged to go a day without modern technology.  You 
can’t use your phone, tablet, laptop/computer, mp3 player or TV.  Would you 
survive 24-hours without these items? What would be most challenging for you 
to be without? What would you do with your time? Give it a try! 

4. What are some current situations that would make someone less eager to travel 
to 2015? What things might someone from another time period like about 2015? 

5. Is there something you enjoy doing or you would like to do but you were told it 
isn’t for you? How do you feel about that? 
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Tell Me…about the Theme 
 

MARY: “Everybody has a part to play and that if we all stand together, we’ll be strong 
enough to change the world!” 

 
WALLACE: “The stuff you’re talking about happened over a hundred years ago. What’s that 

got to do with me?” 
 

MARY: Freedom doesn’t depend on where you are. It depends on who you are. 
 

REV. SOLOMON: “Somehow that music was able to tell me my dream, Henry, and it was a 
dream of freedom.” 

 
Word Dump 

Make a list of the words that come to your mind when think of about the events in the play.  
These are some of the words from the 10th graders at Creekside High. 
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Tell Me…about Resources 
 

 
SUGGESTED READING 

 
The Red Rose Box by Brenda Woods (Grades 7-12) 
Leah receives a red rose box from her aunt for her tenth birthday. The box 
holds magical things, tickets to California, and freedom from Jim Crow 
Laws. California is almost too good to be true. But when tragedy forces 
Leah and her sister to make Los Angeles their permanent home, the girls 
are torn by longing for their roots.  
 
 

 
 
The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen (7th grade 
and up) 
Hannah thinks tonight's Passover Seder will be 
the same as always. Little does she know that 
this year she will be mysteriously transported 
into the past where only she knows the horrors 
that await. 
 
 
 

I see the Rhythm by Toyomi Igus (1st grade and up) 
This book is uniquely visual and poetic introduction to the history of 
African American music. Beginning with the roots of black music in 
Africa and continuing on to contemporary hip hop, i see the 
rhythm takes us on a musical journey through time. 
 
 

 
A Friendship for Today by Patricia C. McKissack (3-7th grade) 
is narrated in the point of view of a twelve-year old girl named, 
Rosemary Patterson. It is a story about her struggle through sixth grade 
as the only African American girl in her class. Rosemary’s classmate, 
Grace Hamilton and her family don’t hide anything about their racism. 
An unlikely friendship may be just what Rosemary needs to make it 
through a lonely school year.
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