
 

 

Resettling in America: Georgia’s Refugee Communities Teacher Guide 

 

About the Exhibit 

For decades, refugee health has been a focus of CDC’s work. Public health, including basic health services and 

broader surveillance and epidemiological activities, intersects with all stages of the refugee experience. CDC 

protects the public’s health by promoting and improving the health of refugees, immigrants, and migrants who are 

coming to the United States, and applies public health and epidemiological science to reduce the health impact of 

diseases and emergencies on populations and to strengthen the recovery of health systems in these settings. 

 

Who is a refugee?  

1951 United Nations Refugee Convention: Someone “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for 

reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the 

country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of 

that country”. 

 

An average of 50,000 refugees come to the United States each year. Refugee health guidelines have been 

developed to identify common diseases and health risks associated with all populations and some that are 

specific to certain areas of the world.  

 

What is the difference between a refugee and an immigrant? 

An immigrant is a person who voluntarily chooses to leave her or his country to permanently reside in another 

country. Some immigrants seek a better life; some move to join other family members; some relocate for work. 

Refugees, on the other hand, are often forced to flee their homes in search of safety. 

 

What medical screenings do refugees need before they can enter the country? 

Before entering the country, refugees must undergo a medical examination to clear them of health-related 

conditions that may make them ineligible to enter the country. 

Two categories of guidelines: 

- Overseas: guidelines for pre-departure presumptive treatments for malaria and intestinal parasites. 

Screenings are usually conducted days to weeks before refugee departs to new country. 

- Domestic: provided for state public health departments and medical providers in the United States who 

conduct the initial medical screening for refugees. Screenings are usually conducted 30-90 days post-

arrival in the United States 

Domestic guidelines include general history, nutrition, immunizations record, pregnancy test, mental health 

screening, blood tests, lead testing (for children 6 months to 16 years of age) tuberculosis test, intestinal 

parasites, sexually transmitted diseases.  

Adapted from www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/index.html 

 

About the Museum 

What do I need to bring with me? 

All parties entering the museum must have a valid government issued photo ID for entry.  

 

Can we take pictures? 

Yes, pictures are allowed within the museum. You may not take pictures anywhere else on the CDC campus.  


