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Beloved Community road Mural
DATE OF RFP: MONDAY, MARCH 22, 2021
PROPOSAL DEADLINE: 12:00 PM, MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021

Mural locations: Auburn Ave., between Jackson Street NE and Boulevard NE

Request for Proposals:
The City of Atlanta - Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs (OCA) and the Department of
Transportation (ATLDOT) seek professional visual artists to propose designs for a road mural in
the Sweet Auburn neighborhood in downtown Atlanta.

Summary
The City of Atlanta seeks proposals from local artists to create a road mural that will be installed
on Auburn Avenue, between Jackson Street and Boulevard. The length of the mural may be
anywhere from 300-650 linear footage. This mural will activate most of the city block; there
may also be an opportunity to activate the crosswalks and street barricades.
The chosen artist will work with city departments, the Auburn Avenue community, and other
stakeholders to finalize their design. Proposed designs should take into account the
community's Civil Rights legacy, leaders, and embody aspects of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King's
"Beloved Community."
According to the King Center, a memorial institution founded by Coretta Scott King to further
the goals of Martin Luther King, the “Beloved Community” meant this to our great Civil Rights
leader:
Dr. King’s “Beloved Community” is a global vision in which all people can share in the wealth of
the earth. In the Beloved Community, poverty, hunger, and homelessness will not be tolerated
because international standards of human decency will not allow it. Racism and all forms of
discrimination, bigotry and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and
brotherhood.
Part of ATLDOT’s mission is to employ a variety of transportation improvements –resurfacing,
restriping, signalized pedestrian crossings, bicycle lanes, medians, and landscaping—to reduce
accidents and improve the quality of life for area residents.

Project Goals
•
•
•

The goal is to enhance the overall pedestrian experience for visitors to this historic site.
Pay tribute to the contributions of African Americans to the City of Atlanta and revolving
around the “Beloved Community” theme.
Design should fit well within the context of the site in terms of scale, design, and theme.
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Project Description
ATL DOT and OCA will provide proposing artists with the specific parameters for this project.
After artist(s) are selected, they will work with project stakeholders and community members
to modify and finalize the design. The Selected Artist(s) will be responsible for completing the
design for the road mural that fit fully within the street parameters.
There may be opportunities to incorporate two crosswalks and traffic barriers near the mural's
designated location on Auburn Avenue. ATLDOT and OCA will work with the artist(s) to modify
the selected design if needed. Please note the design(s) must not violate the standards set
forth in the City of Atlanta’s Decorative Street Policy (See policy information at the end of this
RFP).
ATLDOT and OCA are particularly interested in artwork that represents the spirit of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Coretta Scott King, and other Civil Rights leaders who left their mark on
the African American experience in our city and beyond. This site sits within the Sweet Auburn
Historic District.
“…a historic African-American neighborhood, east of downtown Atlanta. The name Sweet
Auburn was coined by John Wesley Dobbs, referring to the "richest Negro street in the world,"
one of the largest concentrations of African American businesses in the United States. A
National Historic Landmark District was designated in 1976, covering 19 acres of the
neighborhood, significant for its history and development as a segregated area under the state's
Jim Crow laws”.

Examples of completed asphalt murals
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Project Timeline
Monday, March 22: RFP posted.
Monday, April 19, 12:00pm: Proposals due.
Monday, May 3: All proposers notified of selection decision.
Week of May 3: Artist(s) meet with City Departments to adjust design.
Early May 2021: Target mural installation period.

Budget/Compensation
An evaluation committee will select an artist who will receive an artist fee/compensation of
$15,000 for their design, materials, and implementation of the mural.

Artist Compliance
This RFP is a solicitation for design, materials, and implementation. The chosen artist is
expected to purchase materials and to install the artwork. They will also be an orientation, and
the need for the artist to meet with ATLDOT, OCA, and the community in order to finalize and
modify the design as necessary.
This call is open to local, Atlanta based artists. There will be no travel compensation provided
by the OCA or ATL DOT. If selected, the artist will need to be registered as a vendor as an
individual or under their business name and be able to complete an E-Verify form. For more
information on artists may contact Briana Camelo, Project Coordinator
(bxcamelo@atlantaga.gov).

Proposal Evaluation Criteria
Design proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Submittal of all required proposal materials as outlined in this RFP.
Transportation project - ability to apply the design to.
Originality of design – creativity and uniqueness.
Artist merit of design – quality exhibited by past work and creative portfolio.
Design relevance to the Sweet Auburn neighborhood and immediate context.
Appropriateness of the artwork relative to the goals of the City, in this case a roadway
enhancement.

Page 4 of 5

Required Submission
One combined PDF file that includes the following:
• Artist resume (max two pages) including current contact information.
• Project narrative (max one page). Concept of your proposal.
• Up to two design concepts, with images of your proposed street mural.
• Images & descriptions of at least one public art project (preferably on asphalt)
completed by the artist.
• Feasibility of project.
• Experience with a road/ street project.
Please email complete applications to:
bxcamelo@AtlantaGA.gov with the subject line “Beloved Community Mural Submission”
For any questions regarding the project or the proposal submission, please contact Briana
Camelo at bxcamelo@atlantaga.gov.

Contract Terms
Chosen artist will need to sign and date a professional service agreement upon selection. The
contract will be given to the artist at the time of orientation. ATL DOT and OCA will negotiate
contract terms upon selection. All contracts are subject to review by the City of Atlanta’s legal
counsel, and a project will be awarded upon signing of an agreement or contract which outlines
the terms, scope, budget, and other necessary items. All content, coding, and graphics used will
become the sole property of the City of Atlanta.

Selection Notice
Proposals will be evaluated beginning Monday, April 22, 2021. All proposers will be notified of
selection decisions no later than Monday, May 3, 2021. Selected Artist(s) will be contacted,
and contracts will be handled shortly after.

RFP Attachments:
1. Intersection Location Details
2. City of Atlanta Street Policy
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Beloved Community Mural on Auburn Avenue
Attachment 1: Location

300 – 650 linear feet

CITY OF ATLANTA
KEISHA LANCE BOTTOMS
Mayor

55 TRINITY AVE., SW, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-0324
SUITE 4700, CITY HALL - SOUTH
(404) 330-6240
FAX (404) 658-7552
email: publicworks@atlanta.gov

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

JAMES A. JACKSON, JR.
Interim Commissioner

City of Atlanta
Department of Public Works/ Office of Transportation
Decorative Crosswalk/Crosswalk Art Policy
BACKGROUND
The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) is a federal regulation which is
recognized as the national standard for all traffic control devices installed on any street,
highway, bikeway, or private road open to public use.
The MUTCD states that “…the purpose of traffic control devices, as well as the principles for
their use, is to promote highway safety and efficiency by providing for the orderly movement of
all road users on streets, highways, bikeways, and private roads open to public travel
throughout the Nation. Traffic control devices notify road users of regulations and provide
warning and guidance needed for the uniform and efficient operation of all elements of the
traffic stream in a manner intended to minimize the occurrences of crashes.” The MUTCD is
published by U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).
Georgia law section 32-6-50 (a) authorizes the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT)
to promulgate uniform regulations governing erection and maintenance on the public roads of
Georgia of signs, signals, markings and other traffic control devices. On April 15, 2010, the
Georgia State Transportation Board adopted the 2009 edition of MUTCD as the uniform
regulation governing installation and maintenance of traffic control devices.
Consistent with the purpose and regulations outlined in the MUTCD and subsequent
interpretation of decorative pavement markings provided by FHWA, the City of Atlanta has
adopted the following policy to regulate decorative crosswalk and crosswalk art in the City
rights-of-way.
This policy is consistent with the most recent FHWA ruling 3(09)-24(1) dated August 15, 2013.
DEFINITIONS
Decorative crosswalk marking (s), marking (s) or crosswalk art– all markings at officially
established crosswalks where pedestrians are expected to cross or permitted to cross
Diagonal crosswalk marking (s) or lines – road markings that are in same direction as direction
of vehicular travel and located between transverse crosswalk marking (s) or lines
Transverse crosswalk marking (s) or lines – crosswalk markings that are perpendicular or
nearly perpendicular to direction of vehicular travel way

REQUIREMENTS
 Crosswalks, at a minimum, must have two transverse white lines that utilize retro-reflective
thermoplastic makings. The markings must be 8 inches in width.


Markings or crosswalk art between the transverse lines must be subdued colors that do not
overshadow the transverse markings which are traffic control devices. Markings between
transverse crosswalk lines must be earth tone equivalents such as red, rust, brown, burgundy,
clay, or tan.



Markings or crosswalk art between the transverse crosswalk lines must not be retroreflective unless they are intended to be traffic control devices such as diagonal white
crosswalk markings.



Where decorative crosswalk markings or crosswalk art is permitted, border area not less
than 6” may be required between transverse crosswalk lines and decorative marking. The
boarder area must be the same color as the existing pavement.



Any decorative crosswalk marking or crosswalk art that does not meet the requirements
outlined above must obtain preapproval from Federal Highway Administration consistent with
methodology outlined in the 2009 edition of Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD) section 1A.10.

Request for Abandonment of Public Right-of-Way

