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Virtual Summer Session 2021                                                                      

Registration Opens June 1st! 

The Virtual Summer Session is 6 Weeks long                       

July 12th — August 20th, 2021 

Although our facility remains closed to the public, our dedicated     

Teaching Artists are committed to providing you quality art         

instruction on Zoom. Take a look at our summer course offerings 

which include: Hand Building Ceramics, Digital Painting utilizing  

Procreate, Composition, & Beginning Oil Painting. As usual, our    

no-contact ceramic processing is still available, even if you are 

not registered for a virtual class.   

Offering classes Ages 15+ through Adult 

Click Here to Register                                                                                          

or contact ChastainArts@atlantaga.gov 

Hello Friends, 

I am writing to share with you that after all these years, 

I am leaving my position at the Chastain Arts Center. 

 I have enjoyed having the opportunity to get to know 

each of you during this time. It has been great to see 

the center grow, and I could not have done it without 

your help!  We have had some exciting programs and        

exhibitions and who can forget the banging 50th         

Anniversary Celebration!  Chastain has a rich culture of 

community that I know will continue. 

While I will miss the community and colorful                  

personalities of the instructors, students, and staff. I am 

looking forward to starting a new phase in my career. 

Please continue to support the arts center and come 

and see me at the Hammonds House Museum. I will be 

moving there as the new Executive Director and Chief 

Curator.  

It has been a pleasure working with you all, I look      

forward to seeing you around the museum. 

Warm Regards,                      

Karen Comer Lowe 
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STAFF DIRECTORY 

Alma Kadri | Data Reporting Analyst 

Kimberly Shelton | Ceramic Project Coordinator 

Instructor Highlight:                                     

Iris Eve Schaer’s Last Session 

From my first day at Chastain Arts Center, I have      
fallen in love with the Chastain Family, Staff, and 
teaching.   

This Fall I will be moving to Tallahassee, FL to 
begin a Masters of Fine Arts Program at              
Florida State University. This program supports a 
multidisciplinary approach to art making with 
emphasis on both traditional and digital         
techniques. My goal for the next three years is 
to develop a visiting artist workshop curriculum 
focused on intergenerational community built 
public sculpture and art activism.  

To the Chastain community, thank you for the         
guidance, support, and encouragement. The 
Vase Workshop in June will be our last course 
together before I leave BUT you better believe 
I’ll be returning with some new ideas in the    
future!  

Student Highlight:                                       

Michael Murrell  

Michael Murrell has been an active artist at Chastain Arts 
Center for many years. His raku fired vessels, that are 
featured in this documentary, were fired at Chastain Arts 
Center. For five decades, sculptor Michael Murrell has 
made work that explores our human relationship with 
nature. He is drawn to the spiritual qualities in the         
artworks and utilitarian objects of other cultures,        
specifically Oceanic, African, and Native American, an 
ethnographic interest he combines with an accumulation 
of personal experience to inform much of his long                
career. With over 200 exhibitions of his work, Murrell 
has chosen to retain most of it so that it can be displayed 
to the public in a former cotton mill in the north Georgia 
foothills. https://murrellsculpture.com/home.html 

"Michael Murrell: Art, Nature and Catawampus" (2021, 
dir. Hal Jacobs, 24 min.) Thursday, June 10, 2021 @    
7:00 PM EDT at The Plaza Theatre. You can register to 
attend on Eventbrite.  

Following the talk-back with Michael Murrell and Hal 
Jacobs will be a screening of                                                    
"Mary Crovatt Hambidge: Whistler, Wanderer, Weaver, 
Utopian" (2017, dir. Hal Jacobs, 29 min)  

$7.50 DONATION to defray screening costs, but FREE to 
students, working artists, and other deserving souls.  

Iris Eve Schaer 

Michael Murrell 

https://murrellsculpture.com/home.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/private-screening-michael-murrell-art-nature-and-catawampus-tickets-154228187661

