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Greetings Chastain Community,
As we enter the dog days of Summer, we are
anticipating the time when we can reconnect at
Chastain Arts Center and begin offering the quality, inperson art instruction and the shared community that
you have come to know and cherish.
Our Summer Virtual session begins on July 12th. We are
so appreciative of our talented teaching artists who
have adjusted their curriculum over the
last fifteen months to accommodate the trying times of
the pandemic and the strict safety precautions in
place. Please take a look at our course
offerings and continue to support Chastain through
registration. All classes are offered on Zoom and
no-contact processing is available for the Ceramics
Program.

Virtual Summer Session 2021
Registration is Open!
The Virtual Summer Session is 6 Weeks long
July 12th — August 20th, 2021
Join us from virtually anywhere as Chastain’s teaching artists
offer advanced instruction in Composition & Color, Digital
Painting using Procreate, Beginning Oil Painting, as well as Clay
Hand Building for all levels. Your support is what keeps Chastain
alive! This season’s classes vary from a one week intensive up to
a full six week session. Cost of materials is included in the
registration fee, unless otherwise noted. Visit our Website to
register www.ocaatlanta.com/chastain or
email chastainarts@atlantaga.gov
Offering classes Ages 15+ through Adult

We would love to see what you have been doing to stay
creative at home. Please feel free to reach out and send
us images of your work. Who knows, maybe you will be
featured on our exclusive social media accounts!
With Gratitude,
Alma, Kimberly, and the Chastain Team

HOURS OF OPERATION

Temporarily CLOSED to the public due
to COVID-19
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Instructor Highlight:
Farewell, Philip Carpenter

Student Highlight:
Paula Reith

As we begin to make plans for our future reopening,
we are sad to inform you all that Philip Carpenter
will not be returning as a teaching artist at Chastain.
He has left us with an everlasting impression and will
be immensely missed by our community. Thank you
Philip, for your contributions to our program over
the years.
“Reflecting on my nearly 40 years teaching at
Chastain, I value most the sense of community there.
The center reinvents itself over and over but it always
remains a special place for devoted teachers and
loyal students. My students must be among the most
loyal, many staying with me for years and some for
decades. They aren’t just passing through and I don’t
just teach a painting class. I have tried to be their
coach rather that their instructor. We have
collaborated on their projects to help them reach
their goals or to determine what their goals are. My
relationship with each of them is unique like
friendships: some that I expect to survive my
departure from teaching once they forgive me for
leaving. But Change is, after all, inevitable. During
the imposed seclusion of the pandemic, I liked
working daily in my studio. I’ve had time to focus on
my artwork and to even complete unfinished and to
develop long planned projects. When I was
younger, I apparently had enough time for all of the
above. Now I need to narrow my focus to remain
creative.” -Philip Carpenter

Philip Carpenter

I enrolled in Hellenne Vermillion’s Jomon Pottery class at
Chastain Arts Center in January 2020, and was working
on this little teapot in March 2020 when COVID shut
down all classes. It wasn’t until early October 2020 that I
was able to retrieve the teapot due to the center’s
closure. I then restarted work on it at home as a
pandemic hobby. I learned that the Jomon style is
named after pottery made by ancient Japanese,
beginning about 14,500 BC until 300 BCE. Jomon pottery
is earliest known pottery in the world. My teapot is hand
-built using the coil method. It’s made of Georgia red
clay from Lizella, GA, outside of Macon. The imagery on
the pot is appliquéd (little snakes), carved (swirls, dots,
diagonals, etc), and pressed (round forms). Some of the
images were made using discarded commercial metal
cookie and cracker cutters from the Nabisco Bakery in
southwest Atlanta. The interior is not glazed, so it’s not
waterproof, but the exterior is stained with iron oxide
(Crocus Martis). My teapot is totally non-functional! The
handle is formed from manzanita branches I picked up
on one of my daily morning walks thru midtown Atlanta
with my dog. It
was glued and
lashed into
place. The
lashings are
waxed Irish
linen thread in
turquoise and
plum. The
ornaments are
handmade
Lizella
medallions,
glass and semiprecious stone
beads, and
small flat brass
Paula Reith
washers. Most of the beads I had,
others are found objects (like a single hoop earring with
aquamarine bead chips). I finally finished the teapot on
June 15th, 2021 with the help of Hellenne. So this little
teapot has been in the works for 18 months! I love this
little teapot as it has a personality and quirkiness that I
adore. It’s taught me a great deal about process and
patience. And it’s a true pandemic artifact!
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