
ADAMS PARK/HANK AARON MURAL
Request for Proposals

Murals Honoring the Life and Legacy of Hank Aaron

Deadline: April 22, 2022

Eligibility: Artists or teams should live or have businesses based in the City of 
Atlanta. You must be a citizen of the United States. Must have availability in 

May and June.

Budget: $10,000



OVERVIEW
• The City of Atlanta Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs invites artists to propose a mural 

honoring the life and legacy of baseball great Hank Aaron. The mural will be on all four 
walls of an equipment facility building near the baseball and softball fields at Adams Park. 
The aesthetic vision of the mural should be a contemporary interpretation of Hank Aaron’s 
life and legacy. The two side walls measure 8’ x 10’ and two longer walls measure 8’ x 20’. 
There are two doors on the front longer wall that reduce the overall square footage to 
around 400 sq ft. (see images at the end of this document).

• A statue of Hank Aaron that was originally displayed at Turner Field will be relocated in front 
of the building on the forward-facing wall (8’ x 10’). The mural design behind the statue 
should incorporate the statue’s placement. If possible, the rendering should indicate how 
the mural will look with the bust in front of the wall. There are three additional walls. The 
opposing side wall (8’ x 10’) should resemble a portrait of Hank Aaron, the longer back wall 
(8’ x 20’) should reflect his legacy and the wall with doors (8’ x 20’) should continue the 
overall design around the building.

• With support from Mayor Dickens and councilmembers Adams Park will undergo 
improvements and most notability the baseball and softball fields will be renamed to honor 
Hank Aaron. Along with the new name and statue relocation, this mural will complete the 
transformation of Adams Park inspiring the community that Hank Aaron was a part of. 

• Our mission is to uplift the Adams Park community through the mural that honors Hank 
Aaron’s legacy on and off the field. 

CITY OF ATLANTA 
MAYOR’S OFFICE OF 

CULTURAL AFFAIRS

• The City of Atlanta’s Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs (OCA) was established in 1974 to 
encourage and support Atlanta’s cultural resources. The initial mission was to solidify the role 
that arts and other cultural resources play in defining and enhancing the social fabric and 
quality of life of Atlanta citizens and visitors.

• Today the OCA understands that the arts play an essential role in defining the cultural 
vitality of the city and is working to enhance Atlanta’s reputation as a cultural destination. 
The OCA aims to provide programs that contribute substantially to the city’s economy and 
quality of life.

• The Office of Cultural Affairs’ programming is executed in four key areas: Public Art, Arts and 
Education Services, Municipal Support for the Arts and Performing Arts. The OCA also 
manages the Chastain Arts Center/City Gallery at Chastain and Gallery 72.  

https://www.adamsparkfoundation.org/home
file:///C:/Users/haleycarlson/Downloads/ocaatlanta.com


BIOGRAPHY OF 
HENRY LOUIS AARON

• When he retired from professional baseball following the 1976 season, Henry Aaron gave back to 
society. His Chasing the Dream Foundation was established in 1995 with his wife Billye to help 
children between the ages of nine and 12 realize their dreams, as he realized his. The foundation 
provides grants to children to enable them to pursue advanced study in music, art, writing, dance 
and sports. The foundation has provided financial assistance to more than 755 Dream Chasers in six 
cities across the country, primarily through Boys and Girls Clubs. The generous support of Major 
League Baseball has enabled the foundation to transition into the Hank Aaron Chasing the Dream 
“44 Forever” program (honoring Aaron’s jersey number), helping 44 youngsters annually. The 
program will continue the foundation’s mission in perpetuity and will provide financial assistance to 
young people with limited opportunities so they may develop their special talents and pursue their 
dreams, exclusively at Boys and Girls Clubs across the country and military bases world-wide. 

• The Hank Aaron Chasing the Dream Four-for-Four Scholarship program, begun in 2010, has endowed 
four-year scholarships for the benefit of deserving students who have chosen to pursue their dreams 
by attending college. With particular emphasis on prior dream chasers who have now reached 
college age, these endowed scholarships of $100,000 each were initially established at Morehouse 
College, Texas College, Fisk University and, through the Dream Chaser Fund with the Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, in honor of alumnus and then Major 
League Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig. 

• Aaron received the first Jackie Robinson Lifetime Achievement Legacy Award from the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum, honoring his “career excellence in the face of adversity” in February 
2003. 

• At his 65th birthday celebration in Atlanta on February 5, 1999, Aaron was honored for his lifetime 
achievements both as a player and as a humanitarian. President Bill Clinton, then Commissioner of 
Baseball, Bud Selig, and Sammy Sosa were among those in attendance as Major League Baseball 
recognized Aaron’s talents with the introduction of the Hank Aaron Award. The award is presented 
annually to honor the best hitters in the National and American leagues and was unveiled at the 
1999 World Series. 

• Following his playing career, Aaron joined the Braves’ front office on October 7, 1976, for a 13-year 
tenure as Vice President and Director of Player Development. In that position, he oversaw the 
development of many players instrumental in the Braves’ 1982 National League West Division 
championship, including Dale Murphy, who won back-to-back N.L. MVP awards in 1982-83. 

• From December 1989 until his death, he served as Senior Vice President for the Braves.

• The greatest home run hitter of all time, Aaron was elected to Baseball’s Hall of Fame in January of 
1982. He missed by nine votes being the first unanimous choice ever in the voting by the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America. Aaron received 406 of a possible 415 votes for a percentage of .978. 
Aaron and Frank Robinson were inducted into the Hall of Fame at Cooperstown, N.Y., on August 1, 
1982. In February of 2000, Aaron replaced the late Pee Wee Reese on the Hall of Fame Veterans 
Committee.

• In his 23-year Major League career, Aaron rewrote baseball’s record book. When he retired at the 
end of the 1976 season, he held more Major League batting records than any other player in the 
game’s history. Some of his records are truly amazing, including Most Runs Batted In, Lifetime (2,297); 
Most Extra-Base Hits, Lifetime (1,477); and Most Total Bases, Lifetime (6,856). In 2007, Barry Bonds 
broke Aaron’s record for Most Home Runs, Lifetime (755). Aaron also ranks second on the all-time list 
in at-bats (12,364), second in multi-hit games (1,125), third in games played (3,298) and hits (3,771), 
fourth in runs scored (2,174, tied with Babe Ruth), 10th in doubles (624), tied for 13th in singles (2,294) 
and tied for 16th in years of service (23).



BIOGRAPHY OF 
HENRY LOUIS AARON

• His most famous home run came in Atlanta on April 8, 1974, when he hit his 715th, breaking Babe 
Ruth’s seemingly untouchable record. He did it before a sellout crowd of 53,775 at Atlanta Stadium. 
The pitch came in the bottom of the fourth inning, the Los Angeles Dodgers leading 3-1, with a 1-0 
count and Darrell Evans waiting on first. Al Downing threw a fastball at 9:07 p.m. that Hank sent over 
the left field fence. Reliever Tom House caught the ball in the Braves’ bullpen and brought it to 
Aaron in the home plate celebration. 

• On May 17, 1970, Hank singled at Cincinnati to become the first player to compile both 3,000 career 
hits and more than 500 homers. He joined the 30-30 club (30 HRs and 30 SBs in the same season) in 
1963. 

• Aaron played in the Major League All-Star Game 24 times, including the years 1959-61 when two 
games were played. He was honored as the National League’s Most Valuable Player in 1957 and 
named Player of the Year by Sporting News in 1956 and 1963. He played 21 seasons with the Braves 
before being traded to Milwaukee for outfielder Dave May and minor leaguer Roger Alexander at 
the end of 1974. Aaron retired as a player two years later.

• Aaron was first scouted by Dewey Griggs of the Milwaukee Braves during an Indianapolis Clowns 
tryout. The Braves eventually were able to strike a deal and beat out the Giants for Aaron’s services. 
In 1952 he was assigned to the Eau Claire, Wisconsin, team of the Northern League. He was the 
unanimous choice for the Northern League’s Rookie of the Year while only playing in 87 games (.336, 
9 HR, 61 RBI, 116 hits and 89 runs). In 1953 he was promoted to the Jacksonville Tars, where he 
became the first African-American player in the South Atlantic League. Aaron won the batting title 
(.362) and led the league in RBI (125), runs (115), hits (208) and finished second in home runs (22) and 
earned the league’s MVP award. 

• He began his Major League career in 1954 when a spring training injury forced Bobby Thompson out 
of the Braves’ lineup. In his debut Aaron struck out twice, grounded out, hit into a double play and 
fouled out. Aaron hit his first home run off Vic Raschi on April 23, 1954. 

• Aaron became the second-youngest player to win a batting title (.328) in 1956 and the second-
youngest to collect his 1,000th hit, off Sandy Koufax, in 1959. On June 12, 1967, Aaron recorded his 
2,500th hit. He achieved his 3,000th hit on May 17, 1970. His 2,000th RBI came on July 3, 1972. 

• During his career, Aaron had a 20-year string of 20 or more home runs. After turning 35, he hit 245 
home runs and from the ages 35 to 39 he hit at least 34 home runs each year. Over his 23-year Major 
League career, he averaged just 63 strikeouts per season, with his highest strikeout total being 97 in 
1967. He hit .300 or better in 14 seasons, won the N.L. home run crown three times and tied for a 
fourth, led the league in RBI four times and won three Gold Gloves.

• Aaron hit his 755 home runs off 310 different pitchers, including 13 Hall of Famers. He hit the most off 
of Hall of Famer Don Drysdale (17), the most in the month of July (152), the most against the 
Cincinnati Reds (97) and the most in the first inning (124). Aaron hit seven as a second baseman. He 
hit 400 solo home runs and had three pinch-hit homers. He had only one three-homer game, at San 
Francisco on June 21, 1959.

• Aaron served on the Board of Governors for Boys and Girls Clubs of America. He also served on the 
Board of Directors for Medallion Financial Corporation.

• Aaron passed away peacefully in his sleep in January of 2021, and is survived by his wife, the former 
Billye Suber, and five children, Gaile, Hank Jr., Lary, Dorinda and Ceci. Aaron was born in Mobile, 
Alabama, on February 5, 1934.



• The City of Atlanta Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs invites artists to propose a mural 
honoring the life and legacy of baseball great Hank Aaron. The mural will be on all 
four walls of an equipment facility building near the baseball and softball fields at 
Adams Park. The aesthetic vision of the mural should be a contemporary 
interpretation of Hank Aaron’s life and legacy. The two side walls measure 8’ x 10’ and 
two longer walls measure 8’ x 20’. There are two doors on the front longer wall that 
reduce the overall square footage to around 400 sq ft. (see images at the end of this 
document).

• A statue of Hank Aaron that was originally displayed at Turner Field will be relocated in 
front of the building on the forward-facing wall (8’ x 10’). The mural design behind the 
statue should incorporate the statue’s placement. If possible, the rendering should 
indicate how the mural will look with the bust in front of the wall. There are three 
additional walls. The opposing side wall (8’ x 10’) should resemble a portrait of Hank 
Aaron, the longer back wall (8’ x 20’) should reflect his legacy and the wall with doors 
(8’ x 20’) should continue the overall design around the building.

• Additionally, a portion of Adams Park is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places for its landscaping and stonework. For more information, click here.

THE SITE

ARTIST ELIGIBILITY

• The City of Atlanta is seeking artists with portfolios that demonstrate professional 

experience creating and executing public outdoor murals. Artists must be available 

to complete project during the months of May and June 2022.

• Artists or teams should live or have businesses based in the City of Atlanta. You must 

be a citizen of the United States. Proof of residence or business within the city limits 

will be required. 

• All applicants, regardless of race, sex, religion, nationality, origin or disability will be 

considered. 

BUDGET DESCRIPTION

Payment Schedule:

• First payment draw: $5,000

• Final payment, complete: $5,000

• The all-inclusive budget is $10,000.

• If awarded the project the artist will be responsible for materials, tools, equipment, 

transportation and travel costs. 

• Artists are responsible for cleaning and prepping wall, priming, painting and clear 

coating the mural. 

https://www.adamsparkfoundation.org/home
https://saportareport.com/adams-park-in-southwest-atlanta-listed-on-national-registry-of-historic-places/columnists/david/david/


Artwork will be selected based on the following criteria: 

• Artist merit and technical expertise 

• Demonstrated successful, innovative and effective murals and public project 
with a similar scope 

• Ability to successfully to tell the story of Hank Aaron’s legacy through 
contemporary art

• Express interest in creating artwork with stakeholder’s input

• Immediate availability required to begin project

SELECTION CRITERIA

REQUIRED APPLICATION 
MATERIALS

• Statement of Interest in a one-page pdf using no smaller than 10 pt. font, address the 
conceptual approach of the project; aspects of the site that are of interest; how you 
would engage the public; and, how the project will contribute to your existing body of 
work.

• Résumé that outlines professional accomplishments (maximum 2 pages per person). 

• References for three (3) individuals with whom you have worked, collaborated, or who 
have commissioned your work in the past (name, affiliated organization, email 
address and phone number).

• Images (6 maximum) of previous artwork and/or commissions (not proposals) which 
demonstrate your qualifications for the project.

• Annotated image list which must include title, location, date completed/performed, 
media, dimensions, brief description of the project/conceptual information, and 
budget (if applicable). 

• Concept drawing and narrative regarding this specific artwork

• Proof of city address

We strongly recommend that you register as a City of Atlanta Vendor Prior to submitting 
a proposal. Please remember to register as a Spend Authorized Supplier for the City of 
Atlanta. Click here to register online anytime. It is the sole responsibility of each 
respondent to ensure all business information is correct and current in COA online portal.

https://ehxr.fa.us2.oraclecloud.com/fscmUI/faces/PrcPosRegisterSupplier?prcBuId=300000001273072&busRel=hmrbeaAaKx48%2BQ6BevjJfM88%2ByMjPJ226Q%3D%3D


For Questions, Please Contact:

• Emily Sorgenfrei, Public Art Project Coordinator: esorgenfrei@atlantaga.gov

How to Apply:

• Please send your proposals in a single PDF to esorgenfrei@atlantaga.gov. The subject 
line should read ARTIST NAME: Adams Park Mural.

• Proposals must be received no later than April 22 at 5PM. Proposals received after 
April 22 at 5PM shall not be considered. Proposals received after the scheduled 
deadline for filing will not be opened.

Schedule Dates:

• April 4: RFP released

• April 22: Proposals due

• Week of April 25th : Evaluation of Proposals

• April 29: Artist or artist team selected and announced

• May 28: Artwork must be complete

TIMELINE

SITE AT ADAMS PARK

mailto:esorgenfrei@atlantaga.gov
mailto:esorgenfrei@atlantaga.gov


*For reference only, not to scale

REFERENCE IMAGES

Equipment facility building



8’ x 20’ back wall depicting Hank Aaron’s life and legacy

8’ x 10’ side wall where bust will be placed

statue 6’ h x 3’ w x 3’ d

REFERENCE IMAGES



8’ x 20’ front wall with doors

8’ x 10’ side wall that can be seen from lake and nature trails

REFERENCE IMAGES


